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Investigating,
Collecting

materials 
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Japanese 

history

metadata
•title：源頼朝下文
•data：元暦2年6月15日
•・・・
Image
•Tiff，400dpi， 256 Gray scales
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Research outline of Historiographical Institute, the University of Tokyo

Publication

Historiography

Target: pre-modern in Japan (until 1872 (明治５年))

・・・

example：
大日本古文書

publication(as a 
research result): 
organized material 
collections

Publication type:
book, 
databases



Publication

First publication: 
published three books in 1901.
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more than 1,100 volumes
(10 or more per a year from 1901)



Databases of Historiographical Institute

There are 30 databases

Types : catalogue, fulltext , 
knowledge (person, place, 
character,…)
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DB Site:https://wwwap.hi.u-
tokyo.ac.jp/ships/shipscontroller-e

HI top page > Database

HI top page: 
https://www.hi.u-tokyo.ac.jp/

https://wwwap.hi.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ships/shipscontroller-e
https://www.hi.u-tokyo.ac.jp/index.html
https://www.hi.u-tokyo.ac.jp/index.html


Volumes

Images: about 18 millions
–inside： about 8.7millions

–outside: about  9.5 millions

Records: about 5.5 millions
–Characters / Letters: about 700 millions
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Holding material
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microfilm

calligraphic replication

島津家文書 (Documents of Shimazu family)
: National Treasure in Japan

Historical materials: 200,355 items
– including 1 National Treasure and 17 designated 

Important Cultural Properties in Japan

Replications created by our 
institute: 117,875 items
–e.g. Calligraphic replication 影写本と謄写本

Films: 66,990 items 

web page about the materials:
–https://www.hi.u-

tokyo.ac.jp/collection/collection01-j.html

https://www.hi.u-tokyo.ac.jp/collection/collection01-j.html


Catalogue database of holding materials（Hi-CAT）

Details

Search 
Results
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q=“島津家文書”



Management of holding materials
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Series

Item

File

Sub-Series

Item

Item

Request Code 

hierarchical levels: ISAD(G)
ISAD(G) http://www.icacds.org.uk/eng/ISAD(G).pdf



Viewer

Service: from Dec 2015

Client: with OpenSeaDragon

Server(with IIIF)：Pyramid Tiled 
tiff，Legacy Image Pyramids
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すべてをTiled Tiffに変換中



IIIF Presentation API

Catalogue database of holding materials（Hi-CAT）
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It will be released after a while.

Data usage condition: CC BY
target:
• Original 
• Copy where the location or 

the owner of the original is 
unknown.

ただし

• 模写類や影写本・謄写本
は許可が必要

• 編纂史料集はCC BY-NC-
SA相当



国内・海外から収集した史料の画像
史料編纂所所蔵史料の画像

WEB公開 閲覧室での公開
＋連携機関での閲覧

Hi-CAT 
Plus

Hi-CAT

SHIPS

所蔵史料と所外の史料

例：秋田県公文書館．
横浜開港資料館
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Historiography and material replication

Investigation outside HI：
–Collecting historical materials related to Japanese history

• Not by buying, by the creation of replication

–Started from 1885, about 130 years

until 1970：
–calligraphic replication, making manuscript
– replication by a photographic plate based on glass

micro camera：
–start from 1950, 
–genuinely engaged in the operation from about 1970

digital camera：
–start from 2010
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Digitalization of historical materials (1)

Target 
–Original materials

–Calligraphic reproductions

From 2000 until 2008
–About 7,200 volumes

–Procedure: Taking photo with microfilm -> scanning the film -> making image 
file 

–Spec of image
•TIFF (monochrome, binarization)

•400 PPI
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Digitalization of historical materials (2)

From 2008 
–Procedure: Digital shooting (Taking photo with digital camera. )

–Spec of image: 
•Format: JPEG

•Size: about 6,650 x 4,700（about 31.3 mega pixel）
–NOT so large!

•Resolution: 400 PPI
–NOT high!
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Digitalization of historical materials (3)

Scanning microfilm, sheet film
–Target: materials collected by HI

• The materials are held by other organization (Not by HI).

•microfilm: about 12,000 reels

• sheet file: 8,066 titles

–8 years (from 2008 until 2015)

Outside Japan
–Collecting from 1930

–Digitalization of microfilms starts from 2014 to march 2019 (6 years)
• 2738 reels, about 1.7 millions images

–Digital shooting: 682,381 (as of Mar 2019)
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outside Japan

70 institutions in 20 countries
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Example of Collecting and investigating

Investigation at Tahara Municipal 
Museum in Aichi Prefecture
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撮影機材や撮影手順のマニュアルも作成してある



Example of Collecting and investigating
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Investigation target: Diary of Tahara-han『田原藩日記』
2016.11.22-24, we investigated 56 books of the period from 嘉永 to 安政(mid 19c).



Flow of material investigation and collection
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Make a contract in HI
Contracting started in 2008 (3 years)
The trial is from 2010 and the implementation is from 2011

Planning

Image 
arrangement

Cataloging

Image 
registrationData 

publishing

Security 
settings

Coordinated by the 
committee in HI

Photo Office
ROW -> JPEG, arrangement Library

Based on the researcher's application
Researcher
send investigating data to library
Including catalog and security information

Investigation

Information support office
Based on the application of the 
library and researchers

Information support office

Information support office



For investigation and collection management

Planning： Application of the investigation code
–required items

• Title of target materials or collection

•Name of the investigating representative

–The library of HI issues the code.

The investigation code: the management code in every situation
–act of investigation

–image 

–material, collection

–in database
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Cataloging: materials written in Japanese
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Directory name:
Series ID

image file 
name

Series

Owner

File

item

Date：
By Japanese calendar

Sender Receiver



Conclusions, Future works

Digitalization of HI

Planning
–Hi-CAT Plus on the web
•ただし一部分のみ

•宮内庁書陵部所蔵史料など，禁裏公家関連史料

•CC BY相当

–SHIPS DB API
•Hi-CATのみかもしれません

•2021年頃を予定
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