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Long Delayed Exhibition
• Planned for May 2020

• Opened in January 2022

• Total of 16,005 in-person visitors recorded on number tracker 

• Lower attendance than for pre-pandemic exhibitions

• Higher attendance than expected given Covid restrictions still in 

place at opening (no opening event)

• Some benefits of the delay:

• New or upgraded electronic cataloguing for many items in 

exhibition done remotely during lockdown

• More conservation work done on exhibition items than initially 

planned

• PhD students studied manuscripts and contributed captions



Exhibition Events

• 22 events:

• Tours

• Talks (2 online and 1 in person)

• Workshops (calligraphy and manga workshops)

• Activity papers for child visitors

• Google Arts & Cultures site: 

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/samurai-history-and-legend-

cambridge-university-library/nAXhglO2RCpkMg?hl=en

• Shop on site with souvenirs based on exhibition items and selected 

gifts and books related to Japan

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/samurai-history-and-legend-cambridge-university-library/nAXhglO2RCpkMg?hl=en








Links for Resources and Information
• Overview of exhibition: https://www.cam.ac.uk/stories/Samurai

• Animated trailer for exhibition: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LA6vPty678

• Google Arts & Cultures page: https://artsandculture.google.com/story/samurai-history-

and-legend-cambridge-university-library/nAXhglO2RCpkMg?hl=en

• “Japanese Books in 17th-Century England” talk by Professor Peter Kornicki 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8rWucceD54

• “Art and Commerce at Play: The Illustrated Books in Early Modern Japan” talk by Dr Ellis 

Tinios https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMD_lCjuOxk

• “Playing with Samurai” talk by Dr Laura Moretti was only live and in person.

• “Sounds of the Samurai” blog post https://specialcollections-blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=22838

• “Conservation for a Legendary Exhibition” blog post https://specialcollections-

blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=22986
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMD_lCjuOxk
https://specialcollections-blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=22838
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Finding Japanese Rare Books at CUL

Catalogues:

• Eric Ceadel: Classified catalogue of modern Japanese books in 

Cambridge University Library (1961) 

• Nozomu Hayashi and Peter Kornicki: Early Japanese books in 

Cambridge University Library (1991 and 2012 print-on-demand)

• Union Catalogue of Early Japanese Books in Europe 欧州所在日本古
書総合目録 http://base1.nijl.ac.jp/~oushu/

• iDiscover (main library search) https://idiscover.lib.cam.ac.uk/

Also see the Digital Library: 

https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/japanese/1

http://base1.nijl.ac.jp/~oushu/
https://idiscover.lib.cam.ac.uk/
https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/japanese/1


Using Japanese Rare Books at CUL

Reader Registration for Cambridge University Library: 

https://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/using-library/your-library-membership Any 

adult is welcome to register. There may be fees to register for longer 

than one week (£5 for one month, £30 for one year, etc.).
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