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Japanese Collections in the British Library

Hamish Todd
Head of Japanese Section
British Library



The British Library — facts and figures =
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The British Library is the national library
of the United Kingdom

Created in 1973 by the British Library Act 1972 from the British Museum
Library and other bibliographic organisations

Receives a copy of every publication produced in the UK and Ireland
Collection includes over 150 million items

3 million new items added every year

Collection occupies over 625 km of shelves and grows by 12 km every year

If you saw 5 items a day it would take 80,000 years to see the whole collection



The British Library’s Japanese Language Collections
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Core Japanese language collections in Asia, Africa and
Africa Collections (APAC)

Range from earliest Japanese printing to present day
Include books, periodicals, newspapers, maps, e-resources
80,000 volumes in Japanese

3,800 works printed pre-1868, 637 pre-1700

500 manuscripts including 100 pieces of
modern calligraphy







Engelbert Kaempfer (1651-1716)




Nanatsu iroha £l 5 (% 1688 [Or
75.h.4]




Kenai ch6hoki ZZRINE EF 1689 [Or.75.1.6]




Nagasaki ezu KW%5#:X ¢.1673-88 [Or 75 g 25]




Saikoku kairiku anken ezu 76 EEE%Z R#X ¢.1673-88 [Or
70.bbb.9]




Edo kagami iIF @& 1691
[Or.75.F.8]
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Philipp Franz von Siebold (1796-1866)



Ka-i /£% 1750 [16033.e.6]




Ezo jinbutsushi 3 A #i& Late Edo Period [Or

964]




Kujira no zu 72X Late Edo Period [Or.917]




Sado kinginzan emaki

EESEILEE c1810-20
Or 918-920




Nihon zainin keibatsu zu B & 3E A i 5i Late Edo Period
[Or.874]
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Chicken girl 4% from
Nihon itai jinbutsu e

HAREMAEKANY#E [Or 984]




Osaka yori Nagasaki made funamichi meisho kyuseki

AKIRKLYRBGECHRERAFIBES [Or2875]




Ise monogatari 75 Y)iE Muromachi Period [Or 904]



Yuriwaka daijin emaki BB XEE%
Early Edo Period [Or 13822]



Genji monogatari ekotoba REKYEE
&

c.1660  [Or.1287]




Sir Ernest Mason Satow (1843-1929)






Bonmoky6 bosatsu shinjibon 7440 5 074~ 1290 [ORB
30/82]




Shésan jédo busshéjuky6 FhiE i L {A#E =X 1280 [ORB
30/83]




Nihon shoki jindai no maki H 7R Z 4 #{L%& 1599 [Or
59.bb.5]




Calligraphy of E M Satow
Poem by Wang Bo F 7
c.1873 [Or 16054]




William Anderson (1842-1900)



Gikeiki ##*5C Early Edo Period [Or
2346]




Késhoku Yamatoe no kongen ¥ & XKF#zMD Z AT A 1686 [16116.d.15]



Koi no utakagami
DI 1683
[16099.e.28]




Saga-bon Ise monogatari V% If &K FEYEE 1608
[Or.64.c.36]



Ex libris seals

« Aston Satow -

Anderson
)




Hyakumanté darani H 1 55F¢ & JE 764-770 [Or.78.a.11]



Joyuishikiron jukki Pk M54 &% ik 52 ca 1170-80 [Or 74.cc.15]




Chichinoon XM % 1730 [Or 74 cc 3]




Taigadé gafu K7 Z[EFE 1804 [Or 64.2.18]




Shin kawazu awase #Hrid 4
1800 [Or 81 ¢ 11]
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