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The British Library – facts and figures

Created in 1973 by the British Library Act 1972 from the British Museum 
Library and other bibliographic organisations

Receives a copy of every publication produced in the UK and Ireland

Collection includes over 150 million items

3 million new items added every year

Collection occupies over 625 km of shelves and grows by 12 km every year

If you saw 5 items a day it would take 80,000 years to see the whole collection

The British Library is the national library 
of the United Kingdom



The British Library’s Japanese Language Collections

Core Japanese language collections in Asia, Africa and 
Africa Collections (APAC)

Range from earliest Japanese printing to present day

Include books, periodicals, newspapers, maps, e-resources

80,000 volumes in Japanese

3,800 works printed pre-1868, 637 pre-1700

500 manuscripts including 100 pieces of 
modern calligraphy





Engelbert Kaempfer (1651-1716)



Nanatsu iroha 七いろは 1688 [Or 
75.h.4]



Kenai chōhōki 家内重宝記 1689 [Or.75.f.6]



Nagasaki ezu  長崎絵図 c.1673-88 [Or 75 g 25]



Saikoku kairiku anken ezu  西国海陸安見絵図 c.1673-88 [Or 
70.bbb.9]



Edo kagami 江戸鑑  1691 
[Or.75.F.8]





Philipp Franz von Siebold (1796-1866)



Ka-i  花彙 1750 [16033.e.6]



Ezo jinbutsushi  蝦夷人物誌 Late Edo Period [Or 
964]



Kujira no zu  鯨之図 Late Edo Period [Or.917]



Sado kinginzan emaki 
佐渡金銀山絵巻 c 1810-20

Or 918-920



Nihon zainin keibatsu zu  日本罪人刑罰図 Late Edo Period 
[Or.874] 



Chicken girl  鶏娘 from
Nihon itai jinbutsu e  

日本異体人物 　絵 [Or 984] 



Osaka yori Nagasaki made funamichi meisho kyuseki
大坂より長崎まで船道名所旧跡 [Or 2875]



Ise monogatari  伊勢物語 Muromachi Period [Or 904]



Yuriwaka daijin emaki  百合若大臣絵巻 
Early Edo Period [Or 13822]



Genji monogatari ekotoba   源氏物語絵
詞 

c.1660　 [Or.1287]



Sir Ernest Mason Satow (1843-1929)



Feiqe monogatari 1592/3 [Or.59.aa.1] 



Bonmōkyō bosatsu shinjibon  梵網 菩薩心地本経 1290 [ORB 
30/82] 



Shōsan jōdo busshōjukyō  称讃浄土仏攝受経 1280 [ORB 
30/83] 



Nihon shoki jindai no maki  日本書紀神代巻 1599 [Or 
59.bb.5]



Calligraphy of E M Satow 
Poem by Wang Bo 王  勃

c.1873 [Or 16054]



William Anderson (1842-1900)



Gikeiki  義経記 Early Edo Period [Or 
2346]



Kōshoku Yamatoe no kongen  好色大和絵のこんげん 1686 [16116.d.15]



Koi no utakagami 
 恋の歌鏡 1683 

[16099.e.28]



Saga-bon Ise monogatari   嵯峨本 伊勢物語 1608 
[Or.64.c.36]



← Aston Satow → 

Anderson
↓ 

Ex libris seals



Hyakumantō darani  百万塔陀羅尼 764-770 [Or.78.a.11]



Jōyuishikiron jukki  成唯識論述記 ca 1170-80 [Or 74.cc.15] 



Chichi no on  父の恩 1730 [Or 74 cc 3]



Taigadō gafu  大雅堂画譜 1804 [Or 64.a.18]



Shin kawazu awase   新蛙合
1800  [Or 81 c 11]
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