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Useful information and contacts お役立ち連絡先情報

https://github.com/ashibuta/EAJRS2024-restoration

✓The list shows contact information 
about restoration studios and raw 
material producers

✓Some studios can understand English, 
but others cannot use English

✓When you make a phone call to them, 
please consider the time difference 
between your area and Japan



3/21

Related topics 関係するお話

HI’s restoration

東京大学史料編纂所におけ

る史料の修理

Production of raw 

materials and its 

impact

原料生産の状況とその影

響

Useful information 

and contacts in 

Japan

日本でのお役立ち連絡先

情報

We offer consultation services 
for historical materials
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Have you checked this? これは見られました？
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HI’s surveys 東京大学史料編纂所の史料調査

1 Survey 2 Scientific analysis
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What are we looking into? 何を調べているのか？

Morphological info. (text & image info)
• Forms & styles of historical materials
• Functions of historical materials
• Texts
• Binding, etc.

Scientific info.
• Components of papers
• Plant material features (incl. DNA)
• Physical properties such as structures

Courtesy by M. Amano

To get data about the current material conditions
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Conservation methods 1/4 修理方法 1/4

Making repair papers
補修紙の作製

• Repair paper is made to faithfully reproduce the 
original paper based on the data from the 
survey of the original paper 
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Conservation methods 2/4 修理方法 2/4

Filling in missing areas using repair paper 
補修紙を補填

• Adjust the shape of the paper
• Apply paste* to the paper and attach it
• Scrape off in order to make the border between 

the original and the infill paper as flat as 
possible

*Paste: Mixed wheat starch and seaweed paste
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Conservation methods 3/4 修理方法 3/4

①The first lining
肌裏打ち

②Attach margin 
paper
足し紙

③Repair the 
cover
表紙の修理

④ Reinforce 
crease paper
折れ伏せを施す
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Conservation methods 4/4 修理方法 4/4

①Attach the 
original
本紙を継ぐ 

②The final lining
総裏打ち

③Trim
仕上げ

④ Attach shaft, cover, 
and string
本紙に軸，表紙，紐を取
り付ける
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Before & after restoration 修理前と修理後

Before After
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Production of kozo 楮の生産状況

(Based on Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, January, 2024)

FY No. of
Business

Cultivation Area (ha) Production
(t)

Producing
Prefecture

Cultivation Harvest

2015 274 21 21 33Ibaraki, Kochi, 
Niigata

2016 239 37 40 30Ibaraki, Kochi, 
Niigata

2017 216 16 16 34Kochi, Ibaraki, 
Niigata

2018 236 26 26 38Kochi, Niigata, 
Ibaraki

2019 233 28 23 36Kochi, Ibaraki, 
Niigata

2020 270 29 24 36Kochi, Ibaraki, 
Gifu

2021 217 28 22 39Kochi, Ibaraki, 
Niigata • The branch part is used, and the 

fibres of the sheath bark are peeled 
off to make paper 



13/21

Production of mitsumata 三椏の生産状況

(Based on Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, January, 2024)

FY No. of
Business

Cultivation Area (ha) Production
(t)

Producing
PrefectureCultivation Harvest

2015 59 41 8 19Okayama, Shimane, 
Tokushima

2016 177 48 46 29Tokushima, Okayama, 
Shimane

2017 116 42 41 21Tokushima, Okayama, 
Yamaguchi

2018 107 42 42 43Hyogo, Tokushima, 
Okayama, Kyoto

2019 94 40 7 24Hyogo, Tokushima, 
Okayama, Shimane, 
Yamaguchi

2020 103 41 7 20Hyogo, Tokushima, 
Okayama, Shimane, 
Yamaguchi

2021 62 41 39 12Hyogo, Tokushima, 
Yamaguchi

• The trunk is used with the 
fibres stripped from the sheath 
bark

• Fibres are whiter in color, 
smoother and shinier than 
kozo
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Production of tororoaoi トロロアオイの生産状況

(Based on Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, January, 2024)

FY No. of
Business

Cultivation Area
(ha)

Production
(t)

Producing
Prefecture

2015 39 6 18Ibaraki, Nagano, 
Shimane

2016 46 6 19Ibaraki, Saitama, 
Shimane

2017 37 2 19Ibaraki, Nagano, 
Saitama

2018 45 2 15Ibaraki, Saitama, 
Nagano

2019 37 3 10Ibaraki, Saitama, 
Nagano

2020 40 2 19Ibaraki, Saitama, 
Nagano

2021 36 2 14Ibaraki, Saitama, 
Nagano

• Root mucilage is used as an adhesive 
agent for paper

• Producers in Ibaraki Prefecture are 
registered as “Regional Specialty 
Meisters (地域特産物マイスター)” by 
the Japan Speciality Agriculture 
Products Association (日本特産農産物
協会)

Rhizome
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Production of other materials  他の生産状況

Gampi 雁皮

• Slow growing (around five years) and usually 
collected from the wild

• Designated as endangered species
• Difficult to secure stable supplies

>> The price tends to be unstable

Microscopic image

Noriutsugi ノリウツギ

(Texts from Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, January, 2024)

• Difficult to cultivate, commonly 
collected and used from wild ones

Nishida, et al. 2023
[https://www.tobunken.go.jp/ccr/pdf/63/6306.pdf]
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Solution for tororoaoi shortage  トロロアオイ不足の打開策

Crowdfunding

03/07/2023-04/30/2023

03/21/2024-05/06/2024

Setting up projects Tororoaoi as food

[https://www.47news.jp/11398133.html] 
(Accessed 09/01/2024)

[https://www.kazaana.net/wasinoneri/] (Accessed 
09/01/2024)
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Solution for noriutsugi shortage  ノリウツギ不足の打開策

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/sapporo-news/20240701/7000068107.html
(Accessed 09/01/2024)

(07/01/2024)

Problems
• Difficult to secure a stable supply due to the loss 

of native habitats by development, a shortage of 
human resources to collect the bark, and feeding 
damage by Ezo sika deer

Solution
• Hiring temporary staff from the town's forestry 

cooperative to collect the bark from the 
noriutsugi trees that grow naturally in the town

• Promoting and switching cultivation on idle 
farmland, working with the Agency for Cultural 
Affairs, washi papermakers, and the Forestry 
Experiment Station
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Solution for gampi cultivation  雁皮栽培の打開策

https://www.jaea.go.jp/04/xturuga/shiki/pdf/furusato-136.pdf
(Accessed 09/01/2024)

Problem
• Difficult to secure a stable supply due to slow growing 

(around five years) and usually collected from the wild

Solution
• Case study of Echizen washi 越前和紙
• Since 2016, a citizen group has carried out cultivation by 

clearing mountain slopes and transplanting seedlings 
from seeds to mountains

• In 2021, they succeeded in collecting gampi, which took 
five years to grow
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Preserving for the future  未来へ残すために

Need to understand and record current status, take 
appropriate measures to prevent deterioration, and store 
in optimal environment

Technologies to achieve conservation are generated from 
research that utilizes knowledge and technology from 
diverse academic disciplines

Data sharing is not only the basis for preserving materials, 
but also for using them as materials for historical research
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Once again ではもう一度

https://github.com/ashibuta/EAJRS2024-restoration

✓The list shows contact information 
about restoration studios and raw 
material producers

✓Some studios can understand English, 
but others cannot use English

✓When you make a phone call to them, 
please consider the time difference 
between your area and Japan
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