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Overview

• This web site is designed to give 
basic guidance to North 
American Japanese studies 
scholars who seek permissions 
for the use of Japanese images 
particularly in scholarly 
publications. 



  

Image Use Protocol
• IUP Taskforce established in 

2007
• researchers, librarians, academic 

publishers, and museum curators 
both from Japan and North 
America



  

Image Use Protocol

• In response to requests from 
U.S. researchers for guidelines 
on locating, accessing and 
obtaining permission to use 
visual images from Japan in 
teaching, research and 
publishing



  

IUP Taskforce Objectives

• To educate North American 
scholars about the issues 
regarding permission for the 
use of visual images 

• Simple set of guidelines

•Bilingual templates 



  

How? Methodology
1. Document the range of problems 

encountered by US academics
2. Clarify the differences between 

publishing environments between US 
academic publishing and the publishing 
industry in Japan

3. Organize a joint meeting with Japanese 
image right holders to promote mutual 
understanding and to solicit their advice 
on how to improve the process of 
securing permission to use Japanese 
images

4. Develop a set of “Best Practices for 
Accessing Visual Images from Japan”



  

Problems
• Do not know whom to contact for 

permission 
• Lack of understanding on Japanese legal 

issues and their differences from the US, 
including the interpretation of "fair use" 

• Lack of knowledge of Japanese social 
protocols

• Language barrier
• Problems in explaining procedural 

differences to Japanese lenders and US 
publishers

• Payment method- many Japanese lenders 
require bank transfer in Japanese Yen and 
do not accept credit card

• … and more



  

Differences
• Fair use (US)
• Fair dealing (Canada)
• Quotation (Japan)  =  引用
– In Japan, permission for the use of images may be 

exempted from permission requirements by the 
provisions allowing the “quotation” of text or images 
when used in support of a scholarly work 



  

More differences
• In the US (as well as Canada), publishers universally 

require written permission when publishing visual 
images

• Japanese publishers generally obtain permission on 
behalf of authors whereas in the West that 
responsibility and its expense is left to the author



  

Addressing the Issues

• Developed a website that contains:
–Basic information on image use and 

copyright
–Sample cases 
–Explanation of Right Holders
–Permission request templates



  

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~ncc/imageuse/index.html



  

IUP Worshop Templates



  

Overview



  

IUP Worshop Overview



  

IUP Worshop Templates



  

NCC & IUP Taskforce



  

IUP Worshop Templates



  

IUP Webguide



  

Evaluation Form Template



  

Evaluation Form Template



  

Workshop in Canada



  

Hearing from YOU
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