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• Selected Songs for Koto, 1812

• Revised and expanded poetic anthology

of Lianzhu, 1831 

• Educational Singing Examination

Dictionary, 1848 

• Takizawa Kiyoshi’s “The Hidden

Dragon”, 1879

• Tanen Tozaki’s Collected Poems of 

Poets from Tang China with 

Explanations, 1784





• the first book inventory of the 

Japanese fund 25.12.1938 

[Inventory book of State Public 

Library № 223].



• 90% - Foreign Workers in the USSR Publishing

• Marx K. Capital, Tokyo, 2019. 



• 1795 The Imperial Public Library was established by Catherine
the Great. 

• 1814 was opened. 

• 1808–1812 reports, there were already books in oriental 
languages. 1810 – 175. 1814 – 668. Sanskrit, Arabic, Hebrew, 
Persian, and Turkish



• in 1814 Mikhail Matveyevich Buldakov (Russian merchant 

and traveler, organizer of several round-the-world 

expeditions, Head of Russian-American Company, 1766–

1830) presented the library with 4 books and 3 charters 

(manuscripts) in Japanese. 

in the Department of Manuscripts of NLR (probably)

• ОАД РНБ 3 ф. 1 оп. 1 л. 1814 №3 On the donation of 4 books and 3 

charters in Japanese by M. M. Buldakov to the IPL.



Donation

M. Buldakov (1814)

the Japanese embassy (1862, 1864, 1895).

S. Hagino (1894)

Dr. Kagami (1894) 
ОАД РНБ 3 ф. 1 оп. 1 л. 1814 №3 On the donation of 4 books and 3 charters in 

Japanese by M. M. Buldakov to the IPL.

ОАД РНБ 5.1. л. 15 1894 Lieutenant of the Japanese service S. Hagino.

ОАД РНБ 5.1. л. 14. об. 1894 Dr. M. Kagami, Tokyo.

ОАД РНБ 4.1.1 д. 38 1864, л. 28 Notice of intention to visit the IPL by a representative 

of the Japanese Embassy

on August 25 (gift of 1862); ОАД РНБ оп. 1895 д. 1 л. 248 A gift from the Japanese 

government for books in Japanese. Register 1895, part 1 No. 6345 (л. 43 об.); ОАД 

РНБ 5.1.1a 1879 No. 7 Book of honorary visitors.





• In 1841 the Department of Oriental Languages and Theology 
(later the Department of Oriental Books, the Department of 
Oriental Writers).



• By 1910 ≈ 300

• in 1934–38 there were 267 books published in the 19th

century, 33 without a year of publication, and about 300 
published between 1900 and 1910. 

• I suppose 100–150 books were added to the fund after 
nationalization and distribution to libraries (+the expropriation 
of private collections in the 1920s–1930s). 















• Inscriptions to Eliseev, Pobedonostsev, Nazarova, Princess 
Meshcherskaya (probably donate)

• ex-libris

• The Synod Library

• Sakhalin Regional Library, State Regional South Sakhalin Region 
Library e.t.c











• 1841 the Department of Oriental 
Languages and Theology

• books in all oriental 
languages were supposed to be 
processed by one specialist 
librarian.

• two parts: Asiatica and Hebraica,
without division by language



• 3721 books were inventoried and catalogued between 
01.25.1938 and 12.12.1957

• The main sources of acquisition

1. books published in the USSR (copyright deposit)

2. donation

“Selected songs for Koto, 1812”



• 1952  the Department of Literature of the Foreign East

• 1964 the Department of Asian and African Countries Literature

• international book exchange (IBE)

• Since the early 1970s, the supply of Japanese, Indian and 
Arabic literature through inter-library loans (ILL) and 
microfilming has improved.



inter-library loans and microfilming 

• in 1963 – 200 requests per year

• since 1966 – 200 requests per month 

• scientific, technical and medical topics.



international book exchange (IBE)

• 1830s–1840s – irregular, Western Europe and America

• By 1913 episodic book exchanges with Japan (Kyoto), even in WWI 

• 1929 agreement

• late 1950s actively expanded exchange ties

• 1980s more than 300 book exchange organizations in Japan

• 1982 the maximum number 

of books received from Japan by IBE – 490

the range of magazines about 360 titles per year
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international book exchange (IBE)

The main partners:

• the National Diet Library, 

• Hitotsubashi University, 

• Kyoto University, 

• Utsunomiya University, 

• Tenri University, 

• International Institute for Buddhist Studies, 

• Institute of Slavic Studies



international book exchange (IBE)



international book exchange (IBE)

2019

• 77 books (71 from the National Diet Library), 

• 189 titles of magazines (932 issues), 

• 42 issues of 12 continuing editions 

• and 6 CDs. 



international book exchange (IBE)

• Tohoku University Medical Library 

• National Museum of Ethnology

• Society of Economic Science

• Japanese Association for the Study of Russian Language and 
Literature

• Japan Society of Clinical Oncology

• Japanese Society for Clinical Molecular Morphology.



international book exchange (IBE)

• IBE 53.8% of the book fund and 99.8% of periodicals. 

Japanese book fund

• 30 % copyright deposit of all books on Japanese published in 
Russia

• 15% donation

• And….





Sources of acquisition of the Japanese Collection 
in the National Library of Russia

19th

• donations (in an unsystematic and random way)

• copyright deposit (a few)

½ 20th

• copyright deposit (Soviet editions), 

• donations of orientalists, private libraries, the Japanese Government

• distributed between libraries

• appeared a regular IBE connections (especially periodicals)

1960s-till now

• IBE – systematic and main source

• copyright deposit

• donations

• purchasing (a few)
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