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Unfolding Sugoroku:  

Reflection of the time on Picture Board Game 

 
A Study of sugoroku collection  

at  
the Cotsen Children’s library 

 





Cotsen Children’s Library 

• Gallery 
– http://www.princeton.edu/cotsen/gallery-programs/our-gallery/ 

 

• Youtube 
– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWMiXzJSK_E 
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Cotsen Children’s Library 

• History 

• Collection on Japanese children’s materials 

– Books 

– Magazines 

– Kamishibai 

– Karuta 

– Sugoroku 

– Gento, etc. 



Type of Sugoroku 
  

 “Ban sugoroku”  (Board sugoroku ) (盤双六) 

       Back gammon type 
  
  
     “E sugoroku” (Picture sugoroku) (絵双六) 
       Snakes and ladders, monopoly type  
  
  



Ban sugoroku (盤双六) 



E sugoroku (絵双六) 



絵
双
六 

 

 





Chronology of E sugoroku 
Reflection of the Time 

• Edo period 

• Early Meiji 

• Late Meiji 

• Taisho 

• Showa 

 















Topics of picture sugoroku 
Buddhism 

Actors, theatres 

Success story, official rank 

Neighborhood association 

Literature, poem 

Education, knowledge 

Health awareness  

History 

Monsters 

Advertisement 

Places of interest, Maps 

War 

 



















Publishers 

• Hakubunkan  

• Dai Nippon Yubenkai Kodansha 

• Shojo Kurabu 

• Shogakukan  

• Jiji Tsushin Shinposha 

























































Journals 

• 日本少年 

• 幼年画報 

• 少年少女譚海 

• 幼年俱楽部 

• 少女俱楽部 







People 

• Writers 
– 巌谷小波 

 

 

• Artists 
– 鏑木清方 

 






