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Timeline:  The early stage of Japanese Collections, and 

the òHarimazeó Folding Screens at Yale 
 

1906-1907 

Funded by LC and Yale, Asakawa traveled to Japan collecting Japanese 

manuscripts that later became the Japanese Manuscript Collections at Yale.  
 

1907 

Asakawa takes up a joint position at Yale as a lecturer in Japanese history 

and curator of the Chinese and Japanese collections in the library.   
  

1917-1919 

Asakawa is on leave in Japan, to meet with Yale Association of Japan (YAJ) 

members in Tokyo and solicit donations for the library collection.  
 

1934 

The Yale Association of Japan (YAJ) Collection, consisting of over 300 items 

from Japan, China, and Korea ð many of them now considered rare cultural 

treasures - is donated to Yale.   



event  event  





Konshi ginji Kegonkyƅ  (8th century). 

Yale Association of  Japan Collection, 

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University. 



Konoe Nobutada (1565-1614). Konoe Nobutada hitsu waka shikishi jƅ 
 (n.d. late 16th to early 17th century).  

Yale Association of  Japan Collection, 

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University. 



Taketori monogatari  (n.d.). 

Yale Association of  Japan Collection, 

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University 



│ 

Sugita Genpaku (1733-1817), et al. Kaitai shinsho  (1826). 

Yale Association of  Japan Collection, 

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University 



. ԓ ῇ ԋ   

Da bo re bo lo mi duo jing. Volume 582 

  

Dynasty (1127-1279)]  

Yale Association of  Japan Collection, 

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript 

Library, Yale University   

 

[1228-1232]┴    

Printed between 1228-1232, Southern Song  

The original block print from the Southern 

Song Dynasty (1127-1279).  



  

Yohwa noin hoegeuncheop, Prose and verse by relatives and friends in 1848 in 

commemoration of the sixtieth anniversary of the marriage of Yi Yohwa and 

his wife.  Yale Association of Japan Collection, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University. 

 





 

the circumstances of these gifts should lift them above all 

suspicion of being political propaganda.  At the time of the 

raising of the fund, both the United States and Japan were 

involved in the World War on the same side; and the 

Manchurian venture and the naval conferences were in the laps 

of the gods. The earliest gift was entirely Chinese in contents; 

and the present one, when completed, will also probably include 

manuscripts and books of both China and Korea.  The gifts were 

inspired purely by the devotion of the alumni to their Alma 

Mater, and by their desire to introduce her to hitherto little know 

phases of the history of the national culture.  

 

--Yale University Library Gazette, October 1934)  
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The process of restoration 
 

1. The inks were tested for possible bleeding during wet treatment, specifically 

the red ink which is mercuric sulfide. 
 

2. The screen was dismantled and the manuscript documents were separated 

one by one and the lining papers from the mounting on the screen were 

removed.  
 

3. Each manuscript was surface cleaned, washed and pressed dried. 
 

4. Papers were analyzed in order to select the most appropriate papers for 

repair.  

(The analysis was conducted using non-destructive methods which included microscopic 

examination, measurement of the bamboo lines, measurement of the density and 

documentation of brush and wooden board marks within a 3cm square area.) 

 

5. Losses were filled and some manuscripts were lined. The manuscripts were 

then either dried under light pressure or on the òkaribarió board. 
 

6. Each document was placed in a paper folder and groups of documents were 

housed in specially made boxes (chitsu) to be returned to Yale.  
































