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Timeline: The early stage of Japanegeollections, and
t hélarimaze6 Fol ding Screens a

19061907

Funded by LCand Yale, Asakawatraveled to Japan collecting Japanese
manuscripts that later became the Japanese Manuscript Collections at Yale

1907

Asakawatakes up a joint position at Yale as a lecturer in Japanese history
and curator of the Chinese and Japanese collections in the library.

19171919

Asakawais on leave inJapan, to meetvith Yale Association of JapaiYAJ)
membersin Tokyo and solicit donations for the library collection.

1934

The Yale Association oflapan (YAJ)XCollection, consisting of over 300 items
from Japan, China, and Kored many of them now considered rare cultural
treasures- is donated to Yale.
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KonshiginjiKegonkyb (8th century).
Yale Association of Japan Collection,
Beineckd&rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yhleversity




KonoeNobutadg15651614) Konolobutadaitsuwakashikishi b
(n.d.late 18 to early 1% century.

YaleAssociation of Japan Collection,
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University
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(n.d).

Taketorimonogatari

YaleAssociation of Japan Collection

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript LibraryUyalersity
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SugitaGenpaky17331817), et aKaitaishinsho
Yale Association of Japan Collection,
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript LibraryUyalersity

(1826).
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Yohwanoin hoegeuncheopProse and verse by relatives and friends in 1848 in
commemoration of thesixtieth anniversaryof the marriage of YiYohwaand
his wife. YaleAssociation of Jap&ollection, Beineckare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University




Artistic Treasures In Japanese Alumni Gaft

Earliest Known Specimens of Printing .in

World as Well as Literary Gems Beyond
" Price in Collection to Be Opened

at- the Libra

ry Tomorrow

ni in Japan, New Haven mow has a collection of some 300

BECAUSE of the devotion to their Alma Mater of Yale's alum-

items, many of them priceless, which reflect the development

of Japanese
this gift by

culture from the Middle Ages on.
the Yale Alumni Association of Japan was made yes-

Announcement of

terday by President James Rowland Angell,

This vnusual collection will be avail-
able for pubilc inspection for the first
time  tomorrow, when the Sterling
Memorial - Library wiil open an exben-
sive exhibition of outstending iitems in
the gift. Here will be shown the earll-
est known examples of printing. dat-
ing back i¢ the eighth century, many
original  manuscripls, portraits, and
doctuments of importance. As I8 the
caze with all exhibitiens at the Uni-
versity, there is no admission charge,
and the public is cordially invited,

“For a pumber of years,” President
Angell said in an announcement to the
Sunday Reglster, “our Japanese alumni,
under the encournging support of Mar-

' quiz Toshiftake Okubo, LLB., 1839, have
heen gathering this great collection ef
literary and artistie treasures. ‘The

to her

B
various occupations of the people st
large.

The speecial character of the new
gift, and the success of iis coiletticn,
ate owing chiefly ‘o Profesor K.
Huriois, of the Imperial Unlversity af

“The gt was inspired by tha devotion
of the alumnl $o their Alma Mater, and
by their desire to mfroduce her fo
hitherto little known phases of the his-
tory of their national culture.” .
Four perfectly preserved specimens of
the oldest pieces of printing in the
world, whose exact date I3 known, from
one of the unigue tteme In the collec~
tion. These relics, datlng from 764 to
170 A. B, pie In existehce today be-
ecause of the devotion of ths empress of
that ¢ime. She had thousands of
miniature pagodas made of wood, and

™ B

graduates who have worked so fong and
so sncoessfully, apnd often at great pex-
sonal sacrifice, t- bring together this
Superh collectlon, which Wil bs found

b in each a small roll of paper
bearing a magic Sanpskrit  formuia
printed from wooden type. These she
distributed among tea monasteries in
Narg, the capital city of that sentury.

rolls ex-

invaiuabie o ta of his- | 'the of these preci
tory and culture.” tant today is very small, and the four
The exhibitton of the collection has

been arranged by Professor K. Asakawa,
Regearch  Associate in Eistory and
Gurator of Japanese and Chinese Col-
lections at Yale, whe was In Japan
when the conception of the gifi origl.
nated with the Japanese alumni At
that t!me they presented tha Tale
Library with a large nwmber of im-
portant Chinese becks. The present
gift, when completed, will mnlso include
manuseripts snd books of both China
and Korea.
WIDE RANGE COVERED

The range of culturé which the col-
lection represents includes not oniy Ht-
erature, but alse history in its varlous
aspects; the religion and ari of Jap-
snese groups; and the educaticn, cus-

ab ¥ale were obtained, Professor Asa-
kawa belleves, from the abbot of Horyu-
11, the monastery founded by Prince
Shotoic, where today stand the oldest
wooden edifices In the world.

‘These unusual roils of paper are in-
cluded in the collection of religlous
litersture whieh 1is almest wholly
Buddhnist, with the exception of & few
exampies from Shinto, Taoism, Confu-
cianism ang the eclectic Shibgaku, The
proportion Is not unjust, Professor
Asakawa polnts out, since Buddhlsm was
the dominant faith through the apes
and infhiencad nalional culture and
history tmore profoundly than asuy
cther. There are 28 Buddhist suiras
(qum version) In manuscript in the

toms amd hablts, end

Section from a roll of verses and vletures of the eight scenes of Lake Biwa, done o silk between 1691 and
‘The handwriting s that of ‘the courtier-pott Ichire;

1683. The acene here s

“Gieese descending upon Hatats ™

41 which range from the

Tekyo,” Professor Asakawa said foday.| .

Fwo miniature towers made belween 764 and 779, given to ¥ade Library by Yale Afumni
Japan, One boars on its base a monogram probably of ity maker and the date of Hs making, Each tower hokds
in'n groove ai the cemter a liny woll of paper on which is printed a magic sanskirt formala, in Chinese char-

aclers.
elghth century to the early niveteenth

i d §

‘¥ale Alumnl Association of Japan
indicate a transitional siate toward

" Whtee documents datng from the, lith century whic

The first two (ieft to
direct control hy mena

some one-halfl aore of cultivated iand, comcluded between

Iri Ching and Japan, writing with the
brush was ons of the fine arts which
was cuitivated with zeal and pride, Mr.
Asakawg sald, adding that writing and
painting were so closely allled with
each other in fecling and in manner,
that it i slmost impossible to under-
stand fully the heauty of palating
without =n. appreciation of the-subtle
qualities. discoverable in good writing.
The specimens of the cafllgraphic srt ln
the Yale collection were gatherad by

of

‘The in the coi-

century. Omne, of the eighth cendury,
written In sliver on iIndize paper, is a
fragment of the oldest . extant mani-
seript of s kind in Japan. Some bear
the dates and names of the donors;

and
MANY BUDDHISY ITEMS
Other ®uddhist ltems include 20 thin
pleces of wood stimulating the forms
of miniature towers and bearing guota-
tions from sutras, which weTe offered
4

athers were writlen at great ol
ies. One, dated 1354, Is from the
*Tripitaka™ offered by the shogun Ta-
kaujl, and Includes the prayer for the
salvation of souls of his friends and
foes who had fallen I war, The most
recent plece of the printed subras i
from the zet which the feudal lord
Maisuura. printed especlally for the

the »fclgrs Ii bz' 'ﬂn KEyato E‘.‘.‘f.'f.r‘ Soles, The verse gectlon fs falnily decoraled in gray, brows and gold;

FTIEir -

by es; a fow old

lection also include twelVe tolls, two
books, and palr of screehs, conbalning

some hundred pieces, dating between | .oy

the eleventh and early nineteenth cen-
tury. These came f[or the inost part

F fuidots to jllustrate come as-
pects of the growth of the Japanese
handwriting as distinguished from the
Chinese. There are exsmplés of — -
ing dating from the Bth cemtury on-
wards. The writers are princes,
courtiers, poets, pafnters, a shogun's
secretary, scholars, and writing masters.

hese ™ay be d, in
order to .-.ce ihe evolution of Japan-
e calli . by the Buddhist mane-

from great fes, and

o
wooden boxes for

tnclude charters, or-

rolls or folded volumes; and two wirap-

pers mede of split bamboo for preserv-

ing a Boddhist voll. One of these, lined

witli broosde, and siill redolent of -

cense, contained one of the rolls which
Gi

ihe g
(1127-1182) gave to the great mona-
stery Jingo-ji. It bears a woodem tab-
let on which the title of -the sulra Ix
engraved tn gold. There is also a thin
volume, dated 1685, in which aye in-
scribed the names of coniributors who
gave varlous sums to be used I re-
pairing the hall shelering the famous
great bronze Buddha of Todal-ji, Ners.
This monastery was founded by the
Emperor Shomu, abont 749, which was
rve as & central Buddhisi st

and  aufo-
graphs, of historicel personuges inciude
of 12

ders, letiers by minlsters of state and
other hizh personages, cadastral and
fiscal records, lasd -deeds, and mem-
oranda of ritual performances. ‘The
piecss are of value, not only in the
study of the evolution of handwriting,
put also in that of the social, econemic
and religious lite of the nalion. For
the student of jnsiitutlonal history,
some pleces are invaluable, Professor
Asakews states.

Tnder historlal miscellany rmay be
classed @ geneslogy of the hnperisl
house; the law of feudal judlcature of
1232; Ylustrations of casiles; and, for
the Iast fetidal ages, a roster of fhe
imperial cour;, the annual lista of or~
ganization of the baronies; and a few
annals snd chronicles,

HISTORYCAL ATLASES R

The i

).t
=tinritich

and of 34 in re-

Ligion, phllosophy, literature or educa-
tion, during the past thirteen hundred
years, all reproduced from the origl-
nhls or coples preserved sy the His-
terlographical Institute; and a roil of
handwiiiiogs of bistorical characters.
To these may be added the Imaginary
poriraits of the deified courtler-littera-
tenr Michizane (died 803) and the
popy Hitomaro (late Tth century), done.

1 1 atlases printed
early in the nineteenth century; des-
eriptions of the citles Kyoto (the old
imperial capital), ¥do (Tokyo, feudal
center afler 1600)," and Itsuku-Shima
{Miyajime, the istand om which a
famous Shinto {emple is situated), sl
compited between the L8th and 18th
centuring; @nd s roll  showing
the main routes of comwmunieabion,
with official rates of fares of trans-

seripts datlng from the same century
onwards which are incicded 1n this col-
lection, and by the historical documents.
There are two rolls of verses In the
handwriting of the poets illustratod
with p by famous painb Dr.
Kuriota ad sdded to this collection
specimens of a writing desk, Inkwéls,
‘and brushes. a

“The poetry of fapan fx Hlustrated by
the 31-syllable poems (“tanks, uta™)
here representes by autographic verses
of emperors, courtiers, and well-known
poets, trom the 15th -enfury on; and
by printed anthologies and their eom-
mentaries, beginning with the oldest
antholegy of the 8th centuxy. Fo these
are pdded printed works of the popular
17-syitable verses ("hal-ku, hokku®),
humorous poems {“kyo-ka™), Chinese
style verses “shi™), eic.

FECTION FIELD

The Hetlon canges frem the tales of
tse, Cienji. Wetke, and "hers which
were_read or reclicd ong the noble
Tlasses after the 10Lh century, to Hopu-
lar stories of ali xinds addressed *o the
peopie In ‘general. One or iwg aie In
fine manuscript; nearly all the others
rae In print with pictures.

Professor Xuriota was enirusted with

the task of selecting and acquiring ob-
59 BES TR A wbeects am

Amerfcan university, 2
speeted  the chief m
counfry and of Eurcpe
‘collsction is nob essen
ethnographical, but cul
but guite speclal gense
antouncement stated.
the foramost paleogre
and onE of thé most 4
anese historlans now
continualiy served on
missions  to search
ments, to select art
country which should
the care of the govern
vation, and to direct
vestigatlons both in
Rorea,

MINERALOG
ADDRESSE
TOMORR(

The New Haven M
engaged Emest Wei
its group tomorrow nig
at 3:00 P, M.

My, Weldhaaz a ce
of the New Work Mine
= astde from belng an
world of minersiogist
the fleid of florescent

“This meeting to be
Park Clubhouse locste
as well as ¢lub men
is open grotiz to all b
Haven Mineral Club
its month meetings w
have a guest speaker
pert in his phase o
These meetings will
taird Monday of ear

For those who *
directions for i
from the center
oui State Strer
and turn  Tlef
traffic light
might also
in heiping
it s on

......



the circumstances of these gifts should lift them above all
suspicion of being political propagamiethe time of the

raising of the fund, both the United States and Japan were
Involved in the World War on the same side; and the
Manchurian venture and the naval conferences were in the la
of the gods. The earliest gift was entirely Chinese in contents
and the present one, when completed, will also probably inclL
manuscripts and books of both China and Korea. The gifts w
Inspired purely by the devotion of the alumni to their Aima
Mater, and by their desire to introduce her to hitherto little knc
phases of the history of the national culture.

--Yale University Library Ga@etwher 1934)



Japanese Sitemap Site Policy

The Todai -Yale Initiative

Academic Collaboration of The University of Tokyo and Yale University

Home TYI Home > Activities > News & Events
Japanese Materials Workshop was held at Yale University!
About TYI .
e Japanese Materials Workshop was held at Yale
. . '
Members UnlverSItY'

Training Future Japanese
Scholars

Links

On Wednesday, March 26, 2008, from 10am to 5pm, a Japanese Materials workshop was held at

Yale University and under the joint organization of the Todai-Yale Initiative and the Yale
University Council on East Asian Studies. This workshop marked the beginning of concrete

activities by the Todai-Yale Initiative, established in September last year as a university-wide







KondomShigekazu . "Yenu DaigakuShozaHarima no
Kuni agbeno ShaKankeiMonjo ni TSUItE' mm VD |
— = ™= [On Harima ndKuni &beno
ShakKankeiMonjo at Yale University Collection]Tokyd
DaigakuShiry@HensanjKenkyuKiyd
23(2013 : 1-22.
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The process ofrestoration

14

The inks were tested for possible bleeding during wet treatment, specifica
the red ink which is mercuric sulfide

The screen was dismantled and the manuscript documents were separate
one by one and the lining papers from the mounting on the screen were
removed.

Each manuscript was surface cleaned, washed and pressed dried

Papers were analyzed in order to select the most appropriate papers for
repair.
(The analysis was conducted usingdestructive methods which included microscopic

examinationmeasurement of the bamboo lines, measurement of the density and
documentation of brush and wooden board marks within a 3cm square area

Losses were filled and some manuscripts were lined. The manuscripts we
t hen either dried ukedbaw boaghd pr e

Eachdocument was placed in a paper folder and groups of documents we
housed in specially made borbg<) to be returned to Yale.
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