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Genesis of a label and birth of a myth
- M izutani Futo’s work-




Mizutani Futo K&~

NI RN NGRS

ATy AN (1929)

(1897)

Perio_d Only works of the Kanbun era From the Genna era up to the

considered Enpd era

Criterion 1 Works written almost in kana Works written almost in kana +
(Opposed only to the works after | soshi (short shosetsu opposed to
Saikaku with many kanji with monogatari, long shosetsu)
furigana)

Criterion 2 Porpuse: enlightening Porpuse: amusing (#HZ5HY) and

trivial (B CF)




Post-Mizutani kanazoshi definitions

See handout (1)




Questioning the criteria
1

Not exhaustive (HIFEH) TlI7L L)



Questioning the criteria
2

The use of kana could be considered a
criterion? Is the writing style a
criterion?



Questioning the criteria 2
a

Texts which show the “style” typical of kanazoshi but
which are not considered kanazoshi
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Questioning the criteria 2
b

Texts which do NOT show the “style” typical of kanazoshi
but which are considered kanazoshi
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Texts in kanbun




Questioning the criteria 2
C

Texts printed after the Tenna era with the same “style”
of the so called kanazoshi



MEIREHED IR ook PRI Y et

- i
ey ey

fodd ¥ R w4l

QR T g=ne  le@]
L hﬁ.?ﬁ.&%f i
S — % S . _— ——
| o o N W TSN R VRO S S OSSN B E RO SR St A S, g RS
P (DN e — e N TR Y e e N O s
oA oo e L AN P 5 0 TR\ (Lo s s @R
v LS e
..C.;(. %&?X\Y&ggluf{{ru ?}E Py S
e ??J?g})hgx?ﬂaﬂ% 4 e Au.mw..ﬁ/r-w
TRV, S e S (P SN O e e A % 2 S e
e %EZE é@.miqﬂéﬁif%r?ﬁﬂu@
B N . S G P ARV R BTN SN NN (LT S, ZS SRR Y ¥
P QeovS{ans ..,mz»{éfhxf U] Méfxﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁtﬁ?ﬁ@)
el O TR S/ n Qe i i e,
e i leiene S tetsise LS S A R R T AN,

T — i < e e - T
b —

e SO re e L AR R AT mateaQ—gd

AN AT AR T J.ﬂﬁu O Lot st SRt m QR T

5 | EELE% L o R U N e N A N QS WU

Pig%;?;%?af\%%%i e PSS OMBCT A GO P YN § )
wt??@@ﬂ[kxﬂ%hﬁfg AN

.,m,...,.., fil@.wj»?r?héﬁ/s& ol it e e .?x

gné:??}/\é,w LEJ%. ??i@%é?@ﬁ@éﬁﬁrﬂ?




FoOfe]  IPNoL MFEEEESHL IR0kt

, AT
b = P

sl AN e
By sz

R TRy R

w&%l NS QONWMMAWMNNJHH ww.omﬁ Vﬁ//n% 1 i
. 0y -~ . - 0 - Eﬂﬂ"ﬂﬂﬂﬂl’.
R o e IS GO T [ MNP WA |

e s Ea o R e R MES AV - AR o4 I
AR LT RIS CRGR My || AT e R s Q|
o S = ‘£

i e :
S Ll S e B R b RO ot ¥
2y po 0 I O g e LSt lﬂv.ﬂ...r._!._ éﬂbﬂﬁxﬁ&@!y\
l{ o vbnq 7 s * T
L R e T
wwlwﬂ@wwé@«i%gi%w&m@% RN AT S NI L LT -
P QAR e A Ao g SR DR e o — &g |
2 o aC G oo A o TN ADmA T \_....L..p s 7 i e B i H

R ST TR o AT M ’ r » ..umuu.'yui 2 {
AR B il g T g | | [PEETS T RKECTRN D Sragw et |

o F v
%%#ﬁn\;&&%”%ﬁ@qﬂﬁ(?%ﬁ% _— e P oo ] m
| L5z (0 Voo S SO0 NS A =L BER TGP R
I = - 3 — e = 3F " f
[iaon i o S e e s G
, REN Qo] %7&.}7\«(,}\.”%@;)7}@}\1 § it el e . P
“ tm@mo 2 e o%/ \CHA ﬂ/n — e (; z : EEES&
SROSRERT ISR T o R e reSen e ]
_m e e BRGS0 T R =t A M SR IR U < TN WY .aumr%
L oP2 £C gitverm oo RIS S) -~ i P Py s Yl i . i
B e R N O B N G e = L
= awmﬂmﬂ\\z(rob Gow e e e | = p— | Wy =
e B e, [ e
SRl s e o R — DA HTS
e e SSIRCRE o S eI Ve e = i, e S ey I
X e — — e S5 s = N L4
A e e IR E | ; eI, : &
B e I I S D bk A ot it 4
n\z/mﬁﬁagbpgwyﬁﬁézéi oL = e
=, ST S T e &i.&‘ :

i © S S

s sy




Questioning the criteria 2-
c-1

The use of kana was not limited to works preceding
Saikaku

See handout 2




Questioning the criteria
2

The word kanazoshi in Edo period



Questioning the criteria 3-
a

Was the word kanazoshi already existing in the Edo period?
What was its semantic field?

See handout 3




Questioning the criteria 3-
o)

Was the word kanazoshi already existing in the Edo period
to indicate a precise textual category or a literary genre?

—  Shojaku mokuroku REMETHR
J Only in 1 shojaku mokuroku of 1799




Questioning the criteria 4

Contradiction as concerns the purpose of
these texts— enlightening or amusing?



| s kanazoshi a “convenient” label?



IMbaTy efforts are devoted to justify the use of this
abel.

Many quarrels about the boundaries of kanazoshi.

Startling differences between the view of
kokubungakusha about what kanazoshi are and the
view detectable in the Union Catalogue for Early
Japanese Books.






The lack of common features
- Sub-classifications in kanazoshi -




Sub-classifications of kanazoshi

See handout 4)




Parameters

Narrative mode (ludic — practical — enlightening)

~ n. 2-4-5-8-9-11 k

1. Betrayal of texts nature
— hybrid prose?

Intertextual nature
— n. 6-7-12-14

1. Not a peculiarity of early kinsei
2. Betrayal of texts real nature
— newness?




Other problems

Cross classification (ZxZ N %8)
— Nn. 2-4-5-9-13

Grouping of different works in one category
— n. /7-10



Current situation: s poradic recognition of kanazoshi’s definition as
problematic BUT perpetuation of this etiquette as “useful”, as
“convenient”.

Proposal: abandon this etiquette which is

1. not scientific ) : :
a) Overall analysis of each single primary source

2. unstable b) Investigation about genre consciousness

3. un-convenient |€) Study of genre theories

— false and

l

On this ground-zero proceed at the recognition of s pecific literary genres,
hence to a new and truthful view of the pre-S aikaku Edo period literature



