
 

 
Japanese Buddhist Art in European Museums (JBAE) 

 
Digitisation and Research 

 
 

Hōsei University 
Research Center for International Japanese Studies(HIJAS) 

 
University of Zurich 

Institute of Asian and Oriental Studies  



 

 

 

１:   Complete survey of artifacts and materials related to Japanese Buddhism present in European  

         museums, libraries and collections, and the study of their influence on the European image of Japan 

２:   Publication of the survey results of all collaborating institutions, organisation of meetings and  

         conferences to discuss and publish the findings 

 

３:   Publication in English of survey results, reports and papers read at conferences, symposiums 

  ４:   Contribution to the field and community of Japanese Studies in Europe 
 

５:   Communication of  the results  through conferences, symposiums  and databases of public access 

 

６:    Furthering the cause of the next generation of researchers of European and Japanese origin 
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Aims: 



Objects targeted: 

 
• 1 Sculpture (images in the round, feretories, stūpas) 

• 2 Painting and prints (excluding ukiyo-e) 

• 3 Books and manuscripts (sūtras, inscriptions, texts) 

• 4 Craftwork（ritual objects, furniture, etc.） 

• 5 Textiles 

• 6 Amulets and talismans (守札) 3/46 



Collaborating institutions and representatives 

 

IN  JAPAN: 

• Hosei UniversityResearch Center for International Japanese Studies（Josef Kreiner, Oguchi Masashi, Kuchii Tomoko, et al.） 

• University of Hirosaki（Sudō Hirotoshi） 

• Tokyo National Museum（Shimatani Hiroyuki, Maruyama Shirō, Itō Shinji） 

• Ritsumeikan University（Akiko Princess Mikasa ） 

• Chiba Municipal Museum（Kawai Masatomo） 

• National Museum of Japanese History（Sawada Kazuto） 

• Kanagawa Prefectural Kanazawa Library（Takahashi Yūsuke） 

 

IN  EUROPE : 

• University of Zurich, Dep. Of Japanese Studies（Christian and Tomoe Steineck） 

• Departments of Japanese Studies of various European universities (Bonn, Zurich, Wien, SOAS, Paris, etc.) 

• European museums of Fine Arts and ethnography, collections, libraries, their curators and researchers 

 
4/46 



5/46 

A total of 114 collaborating institutions from 31 European countries  
(incl. Turkey and Israel), state of 2013 



オ
ー
ス
ト
リ
ア
・

A
u

st
ri

a • MAK-
Österreichisches 
Museum für 
angewandte 
Kunst & 
Gegenwartskunst 

• Museum für 
Völkerkunde Wien 

ベ
ル
ギ
ー
・

B
el

g
iu

m
 

• Ethnografische 
Verzamelingen 
van de 
Universiteit Gent 

• Etnografisch 
Museum 
Antwerpen 

• Royal Museums 
of Art and History, 
Brussels 

ス
イ
ス
・

S
w

it
ze

rl
an

d
 

• Fondation Baur, 
Musée des Arts 
d'Extrême-Orient, 
Geneva 

• Museum 
Rietberg, Zurich 

• Völkerkunde- 
museum der 
Universität Zürich 

• Historisches 
Museum Bern 

• Historisches & 
Völkerkunde- 
museum               
St. Gallen 

• Textilmuseum     
St. Gallen 

• Musée 
d'ethnographie 
de Genève 

• Musée 
d'ethnographie 
de Neuchâtel 

チ
ェ
コ
・

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
u

b
lic

 

• Náprstek 
Museum 

• National Gallery 
in Prague , 
Collection of 
Asian Art 

• West Bohemian 
Museum in Pilsen 

• Academy of Arts, 
Architecture and 
Design, Prague ド

イ
ツ
・

G
er

m
an

y 

•  Langen Foundation 
Neuss 

• Linden-Museum 
Stuttgart 

• MAK Frankfurt 

• Museum für Asiatische 
Kunst, Berlin 

• Museum für Ostasiatische 
Kunst, Köln 

• Städtische Museen 
Freiburg 

• Überseemuseum Bremen 

• Rautenstrauch-Joest 
Museum, Köln 

• Museum für Kunst und 
Gewerbe, Hamburg 

• Stiftung Schleswig - 
Holsteinische 
Landesmuseen 

• Schloss Friedenstein, 
Gotha 

• Grassimuseum, Leipzig 

• Völkerkundesammlung 
der Stadt Lübeck 

• Staatliches Museum für 
Völkerkunde, Dresden 

• Ethnologisches Museum 
Berlin 

• Staatliches Museum für 
Völkerkunde, München 

Collaborating museums, collections, libraries, by country 6/46 



デ
ン
マ
ー
ク
・

D
en

m
ar

k • National Museum 
Copenhagen 

ス
ペ
イ
ン
・

S
p

ai
n

 

• Ministerio de Educación, 
Cultura y Deporte de 
España 

• Museo Nacional de 
Antropología, Madrid 

• Museo de Artes 
Decorativas, Madrid 

•  Universidad 
Complutense de Madrid 

• Museu Etnològic de 
Barcelona 

エ
ス
ト
ニ
ア
・

E
st

o
n

ia
 

• University of Tartu 

フ
ラ
ン
ス
・

F
ra

n
ce

 

• Musée Cernuschi 
de la Ville de Paris 

• Musée national 
des arts asiatiques 
Guimet, Paris 

• Bibliothèque 
nationale de 
France 

• Musée Georges 
Labit, Toulouse 

• Musée de 
Grenoble 

• Musée des 
Confluences, Lyon 

• Musée du quai 
Branly, Paris 

• Musée 
Unterlinden, 
Colmar 

イ
ギ
リ
ス
・

G
re

at
 B

ri
ta

in
 

• Horniman Museum 
and Gardens, 
London 

• National Museum of 
Scotland, Edinburgh 

• Pitt Rivers Museum, 
Oxford 

• Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London 

• British Museum 

• British Library 

• Edinburgh City 
Libraries 

• Ashmolean 
Museum, Oxford 

• Durham University 
Museums, Oriental 
Museum 

• Sainsbury Centre for 
Visual Arts, Norwich 
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ギ
リ
シ
ャ
・

G
re

e
ce

 

• National 
Museum of 
Asian Art, 
Corfu 

ク
ロ
ア
チ
ア
・

C
ro

at
ia

 

• Heritage 
Museum of 
Rovinj 

• Ethnographic 
Museum, 
Zagreb 

ハ
ン
ガ
リ
ー
・

H
u

n
g

ar
y • Déri Museum, 

Debrecen 

• Ferenc Hopp 
Museum of 
East-Asiatic 
Arts,Budapest 

• Museum of 
Ethnography, 
Budapest 

ア
イ
ル
ラ
ン
ド
・

Ir
el

an
d

 

• Chester 
Beatty 
Library, Dublin 

• National 
Museum of 
Ireland, Dublin 

イ
ス
ラ
エ
ル
・

Is
ra

el
 

• The Israel 
Museum, 
Jerusalem 

• The National 
Library of 
Israel,         
Jerusalem 
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イ
タ
リ
ア
・

It
al

y • Museo de Arte 
Orientale, Torino 

• Museo Nazionale 
d’Arte Orientale 
'Giuseppe Tucci‘, 
Roma 

• Museo d’Arte 
Orientale Ca’ 
Pesaro, Venezia  

• Museo Etnologico 
Missionario Colle 
Don Bosco, Roma 

• E. Chiossone Muni-
cipal Museum of 
Oriental Art, 
Genova 

• Museo Stibbert, 
Firenze 

• Museo Nazionale 
Preistorico 
Etnografico 
‘L.Pigorini’, Roma 

リ
ト
ア
ニ
ア
・

L
it

h
u

an
ia

 

• National M. K. 
Čiurlionis Museum 
of Art, Kaunas 

ラ
ト
ビ
ア
・

L
at

vi
a • Latvian National 

Museum of Foreign 
Art, Riga 

オ
ラ
ン
ダ
・

N
e

th
er

la
n

d
s • National Museum 

of Ethnology, 
Leiden 

• Rijksmuseum, 
Amsterdam 

ポ
ー
ラ
ン
ド
・

P
o

la
n

d
 

• Manggha Museum 
of Japanese Art and 
Technology,Krakow 

• National Museum,  
Krakow 

• National Museum, 
Warsaw 
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ポ
ル
ト
ガ
ル
・

P
o

rt
u

g
al

 

• Museu Nacional 
de Arte Antiga, 
Lisboa 

ル
ー
マ
ニ
ア
・

R
o

u
m

an
ia

 

• National 
Museum of Art 
of Romania, 
Bucharest 

ロ
シ
ア
・

R
u

ss
ia

 

• State Hermitage 
Museum, 
St.Petersburg 

• The Pushkin 
State Museum 
of Fine Arts, 
Moscow 

• Kunstkamera: 
Peter the Great 
Museum of 
Anthropology & 
Ethnology 

• The State 
Museum of the 
History of 
Religion, 
St.Petersburg 

• State Museum 
of Oriental Art, 
Moscow 

ウ
ク
ラ
イ
ナ
・

U
kr

ai
n

e
 

• Bleschunov 
Municipal 
Museum of 
Personal 
Collections, 
Odessa 

• Bohdan and 
Varvara 
Khanenko 
Museum of Arts, 
Kiev バ

チ
カ
ン
・

V
at

ic
an

 

• Missionary-
Ethnological 
Museums, Musei 
Vaticani, Vatican 
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International Symposium 
「Japanese Buddhist Objects in European Collections and  

Their Impact on the European Image of Japan」 
 

Organised by: Hôsei University Research Center for International Japanese Studies, University of Zurich Institute of Asian and 
Oriental Studies, Dep. of Japanese Studies of Adam Mickiewicz University Poznań 

 

Palac Łochow, Poland、June 4-6, 2012 
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Participants from 
countries 

• 13 

Participating institutions 

• 28 

Participants contributing 
papers 

• 31 

Total communications 

• 36 

Czech 
Republic 

France Germany Great Britain Italy Japan Latvia Lithuania Poland Russia Spain Sweden Switzerland 
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33% 

23% 

14% 1% 

4% 

23% 

2% 

彫像 

絵画 

法具 

書籍 

染織 

お札 

版画等その他 
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Objects related to Japanese Buddhism in European 
museums and collections 

Proportions by object categories 



Periods of origin: 

72% 

1% 

12% 

4% 
7% 4% 

0% 0% 

江戸時代及び以

後 
安土桃山時代 

室町時代 

南北朝時代 

鎌倉時代 

平安時代 

奈良時代 

飛鳥時代 
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Survey results: 



Objects in the round: by subject 

31% 

31% 

5% 

15% 

4% 

6% 
8% 

如来部 

菩薩部 

明王部 

天部 

神 

人物 

面 
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Kanzeon 
35% 

Jûichimen  
Kannon 

8% 

Senju Kannon 
3% 

Nyoirin Kannon 
3% 

Jundei Kannon 
3% 

Seishi 
5% 

Miroku 
1% 

Monju 
4% 

Fugen 
3% 

Jizô 
19% 

bodhisattvas 
13% 

others 
3% 

 bodhisattva figures 
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Proportions of personages depicted in statues 



Amida-nyorai 
20% 

Shaka-nyorai 
14% 

Bodhisattva Monju 
9% 

Bodhisattva Fugen 
3% 

Bodhisattva Jizō 
7% 

Fudō -myōō  
13% 

Daikoku/Ebisu 
12% 

Daruma 
13% 

Kanzan/Jittoku  
9% 
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Proportions of personages depicted in paintings 



Important discoveries or re-discoveries 
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伎
楽
面
と
舞
楽
面
（
法
隆
寺
、
東
大
寺
伝
来
） 

Staatliches Museum für 
Völkerkunde, München 

Grosse Collection 

Asuka～Nara Period 

Materials: wood (camphor, 
paulownia), dry lacquer 

Quantity：11 

Survey: by the German 
museum 

Publication: published Suiko-ju（Gigaku) 
Wood（paulownia ?） 
Origin: Tōdai-ji (?) Nara Period 

Shishi-ko（Gigaku）  
Wood (camphor ?) 
Origin: Hōryū-ji Asuka Period 

Gigaku + Bugaku masks 
of Hōryū-ji and Tōdai-ji origin 



Asahi Shinbun   Nov. 10, 2012 
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Yomiuri Shinbun  Febr. 13, 2013 



Important discoveries or re-discoveries 
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釈
迦
如
来
坐
像
（
黄
檗
宗
関
係
か
） 

National Museum of 
Latvia, Riga 

Origin: unknown 

Edo Period 

Material: wood 

Quantity：1 

Survey: 1st time 

Publication: unpublished 

Seated image of Śākyamuni 
Ōbaku Sect (?) 



Important discoveries or re-discoveries 
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押
出
仏 

Staatliches Museum für 
Völkerkunde, München 

Grosse Collection 

Asuka～Nara Period 

Material: copper 

Quantity：1 

Survey: by the German museum 

Publication: unpublished 

Embossed buddha figure 



Important discoveries or re-discoveries 
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Musées royaux de Belgique 

Origin: unknown 

Early Edo Period 

Material: painting on silk 

Quantity：1 

Survey: yes, in need of expertise 

Publication: unpublished 不動明王二童子図 Fudō myōō and his two attendants 
 



Important discoveries or re-discoveries 
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羅
漢
図
二
幅 

Städtische Museen 
Freiburg 

Grosse Collection
一 
Muromachi-
Early Edo Period 

Material: 
painting on silk 

Quantity: 2 

Survey: done 

Published: unpublished 

2 Paintings of arhats 


