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• Kikuzo II Visual is an online database system 
which enables its users to read articles of the Asahi 
Shimbun Newspaper. It was widely refurbished in 
April 2010.

• By adding image data of the pages printed during 
the Meiji, the Taisho and the early Showa periods, it 
has become one of the largest newspaper databases 
of Japan, and presently contains more than 12 
million items of the articles and the advertisements 
of the paper since its first issue in 1879.
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• Users can search the Asahi Shimbun 
newspaper in three ways :whole page views, 
texts , and clipped images.
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A list of headlines
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Texts



Clipped images
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“Kikuzo Ⅱ Visual” expanded its content.

◆Page image database 1879 thru 1926
(the Meiji and the Taisho era）明治12年～大正
※ to commemorate the company’s 130th anniversary

◆Page image database 1926 thru 1945
（Showa1～20)昭和元年～20年

◆Historical Photo Archive
※ to commemorate the company’s 130th anniversary
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The materials of the Meiji and the Taisho Era 
Database have great historical values.
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1879 1926 1945 1984 1989
1986-

1995-2000

2000

2001

2006

2010

2010

Text Format Database

Post war Headline Database 1945-1999 CD-ROM

Meiji + Taisho 
Era Database
was completed

Clipped images available

2005.11

1999

Online Post-WWⅡ Newspaper Images 1945-1984

Pre-war(1926 to 1934)Database 
CD-ROM

Pre-war(1935 to 1945)Database CD-ROM

123,000 pages



Page image database 1879 thru 1926
(the Meiji and the Taisho era）
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Osaka edition
First issue on January 25th of 1879
Size of Newspaper :32cm×23cm Tokyo edition

First issue on July 10th of 1888
Size of Newspaper :50cm×36.5cm 



Olympic events and high school baseball games
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The “It’s me”phone fraud also in 
the Taisho Period 
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Ordinary people's lives
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“Novel influenza strain” in the Taisho Period 
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Features of the database search system 
① Users can search the articles by dates, headline words, keywords, 
and subject classification.
Meiji and Taisho Era Database

Image data of the 
pages can zoomed 

in and out. 

Users can display detailed 
bibliographic information.
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Features of database search system 
② Chronological table(年表) and “History keyword“ (歴史ｷｰﾜｰﾄﾞ)

▼ Reference to chronological table

▼ Reference to “History keyword” 

（historical themes, persons’ names, 
and topics）
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Features of the database search system 
③ Counterpart characters and Equivalent terms

【Counterpart characters】（異体字）
・竜 and 龍, 県 and 縣, 島 and 嶋
Users can search by either character.

＜ e.g. ＞「坂本竜馬」「坂本龍馬」

「山県有朋」「山縣有朋」

・イ and ィ ,  ユ and  ュ
Even when searched by neglecting the difference between 

capital letters and small letters, users can get the same 

result.

＜ e.g. ＞「ウイルソン」「ウィルソン」

「ジヨージ５世」「ジョージ５世」

【 Equivalent terms 】 （同義語）
・ Users can search by either term because they are 

processed to mean the same issue.

＜ e.g. ＞「日露講和条約」「ポーツマス条約」

「西郷隆盛」「西郷南洲」



160 Retired The Asahi Shimbun Workers 
participated in the Meiji and the Taisho 

Era Database Project.
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Peoples who participated in the briefing of this project



• Ryoma Sakamoto
(坂本竜馬)

• the Titanic disaster
（タイタニック号沈
没）

• Soseki Natsume‘s 
death （夏目漱石
死去）

• Advertisement of 
instant curry mix   
（即席カレーの広
告）
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Cut-in illustrations for serial novels 
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22/05/1883

16/02/1879



Tokyo Asahi Shimbun printed 
a photograph,“A Photo 

Report from Liaoyang,” sent 
by correspondent 

MAKKATU UENO from the 
battlefront. This became the 

first photograph that 
appeared in The Asahi 

Shimbun.
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30/09/1904

The first photo printed in The Asahi Shimbun



The Russo-Japanese War（日露戦争）
1904-05
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11/02/1905
30/08/1905



The High Treason Incident 
(Taigyaku Jiken 大逆事件)
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10/11/1910



Powerful Volcanic Eruption of Mt. Etna
(エトナ山大爆発)
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伊國 →イタリア
羅馬 →ローマ



Advertisements（広告）
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Irons using heat of charcoal fire 
09/04/1921

Wine 20/04/1923

Medicine of syphilis 
17/06/1900



Page image database for the Pre-war period 
between 1926 and 1945

• The atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima 
（広島の原爆） 1945年
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Page image database for the Post-WWⅡ period 
between 1946  and 1989
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Tokyo Tower 
09/10/1958

Tokyo Sky Tree
30/03/2010

10/11/2009
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1926年1879年 1989年 2005年11月

1926年～1945年
articles 850,000
advertisements 
470,000

Post-WWⅡ(1946-1989)Database
1946～1989年
articles 2,150,000

1985年～
articles 6,300,000

Newspaper 2005.11～ clipped images

text format clipped images

1879年～1926年
articles
1,530,000
advertisements 
780,000

Meiji + Taisho Era Database

Pre-war(1926 -1945) Database

1945年

「朝日新聞縮刷版」
Users can see the original newspaper as PDF files

2010年

「朝日新聞1985～,and also 週刊朝日・ＡＥＲＡ」
Full Text Database

“Kikuzo II Visual” has become the largest database which 
enables its users to search articles carried by The Asahi 

Shimbun over the past 130 years.
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Historical Photo Archive

Approximately 10,000 pieces of valuable 
historical photographs of the period from 
the 1930s thru 1945. 
Treasured Photos 秘蔵写真 which survived 
the war.
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• Now used in over 800 Universities around 
the world.

• Kikuzo II Visual is a repository of 
materials of modern Japanese history. We 
do hope it would be instrumental in 
examining the present, as well as the past.
A free trial is available. 

e-mail : dna-support@asahi.com

http://database.asahi.com/library2e/
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