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Research Libraries as Final Destination of Japanese Studies Resources 

Outline

(1).  Satow’s Collection Disposal

(2).  Enquiry with Quaritch

(3).  Sotheby’s Auction (24 June 1913)

(4).  243 Items of Satow’s Books

(5).  Whereabouts of former Satow’s Books?

(6).  Some have been housed at Tokyo University Library after 
Reconstruction??? 
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Satow’s “Collection Disposal” (サトウの蔵書処分）

 1892 : Japanese Books  William George Aston

 1906 : Retirement 

 1909 : Ukiyoe Prints (90 items)  British Museum (£375)

 1910 : Enquiry about his Western Books to Bernard “Alfred” Quaritch

 1911 : Aston’s Japanese Books  Cambridge University Library

 1912 : Satow’s Japanese Books (371 items)  Cambridge University Library

 1913 : Satow’s Japanese Bools (62 vols)  Cambridge University Library

 1913 : Satow’s Western Books were Auctioned at Sotheby’s on 24th  June 1913
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Satow’s Enquiry about His Library to Bernard “Alfred” Quaritch

Quaritch’s Reply Satow’s Replies
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Publications of Book Auctions Records 

⧫ “Book Auction Records”
 Vol.10 (Oct. 1912-Aug. 1913)

• Alphabetical Order of Authors

• “S. 24 June: Lot Number”

• To identify 240 items as

 Satow’s books

✱Lot Numbers: 344 – 684 
(around 340 items in total)

⧫ “Book Prices Current”
Vol. 27 (Oct. 1912- Jul. 1913)

• Chronological Order, then 
Auctioneers, then Alphabetical 
Order of Authors

• “June 23rd and Four Following 
Days, 1913”

• To add three more Satow’s 
books to 240 items
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Sotheby’s Auction (24 June 1913)

• Total Sales : £677 13s 6d  (£53,570, €61,800, ¥10,673,000 today)

• Satow Received a cheque of  £552 9s (£43,671, €50,360, ¥8,700,000 
today)

• Quaritch’s Estimate (1911) : £400 (£31,620, €36,466, ¥6,300,000 today)

• Total Number of Items (Estimate) : around 340

• Total Number of Items Identified as Satow’s Books :  243 (71% of 
340)(around 100 unknown??, about 30% unknown??)

• Total Sales of 243 Items : £577 4s 6d (£45,630, €52,643, 
¥9,100,000 today) (85% of £677 13s 6d )
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243 Items (Former Satow’s Books): Languages
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LANGUAGES (言語名) No. of Items (個数) 

Latin（ラテン語） 69 

French（フランス語） 36 

Italian（イタリア語） 35 

Spanish（スペイン語） 30 

German（ドイツ語） 26 

Dutch（オランダ語） 20 

English（英語） 14 

Portuguese  (ポルトガル語） 10 

Latin + French 1 

Latin + Italian 1 

Multilingual 1 

 



243 Items (Former Satow’s Books): Buyers
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   Buyers (購入者) Items (点数) 

 Sigal（シガル） 56 

 Edwards（エドワーズ） 35 

 Maggs（マッグズ） 26 

 Luzac（ルーザック） 25 

 Neumayer（ニューメイヤー） 23 

 Salby (サルビー） 13 

 Tregaskis（トレガスキス） 11 

 Quaritch (クォリッチ) 10 

 Carter（カーター） 9 

 

 Main Buyers Total 

mount  

Present 

Value 

 Luzac (ルーザック)  £144 19s 6d about £11,460 

 Sigal (シガル)  £90 7s about £7,142 

 Quaritch (クォリッチ)  £87 2s about £6,885 

 Edwards (エドワーズ)  £54 2s about £4,277 

 Maggs (マッグズ)  £48 10s 6d about £3,818 

 H. Stevens (Ｈ・スティーヴンス)  £32 7s about £2,557 

 Buss (バス)  £30 15s about £2,431 

 Neumayer (ニューメイヤー)  £21 10s about £1,700 

 Wheldon (ウェルドン)  £17 about £1,344 

 



Expensive Books (高額書籍）

1. The Annual Reports of the Fathers of the Missions of the Society of Jesus in  
Japan arranged in chronological order in Italian, Latin, French, Spanish and 
Portuguese, and German, together 129 vols. (Luzac, £86)(around £6,800 
today)

2. “Historia  de  la  Provincia  del  Sancta  Rosario  en  Phihppinas, lapon  y  
China” (Luzac, £36) (around £2,800 today)

3. “Cartas  que  os  Padres  da  Companhia  de  lesus  escreverao  dos  Reynos  
de  lapao  e China”,  (Buss, £27 5s)( around £2,200 today)

4. Siebold, “Nippon:  Archiv  zur  Beschreibung  von  Japan... ”(Quaritch, £26 
10s) (around £2,100 today)

5. “Nederlandsche  Oost-Indische  Compagnie  Reysen  by  de  Inwoonderen  
der selver Provincien  derwaerts  gedaen” (H. Stevens, £19) (around £1,500 
today)
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The Annual Reports of the Fathers of the Missions of the 
Society of Jesus in  Japan arranged in chronological 
order in Italian, Latin, French, Spanish and Portuguese, 
and German, together 129 vols. (Luzac, £86)

Kyoto Imperial University Library (京都帝国大学附属図書
館) purchased it (122vols?) from Martinus Nijhoff (マー
ティナス・ナイホフ) , an antiquarian bookshop in the 

Hague in 1914

Luzac = or  Martinus Nijhoff

Kyoto Imperial University Library

 (Kyoto University Library)
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⧫ Siebold: “Nippon” (Quaritch, £26 10s)

⧫ Ribadeneyra: “Historia  de  las  Islas  del  Archipelago” 

(Edwards, £1 12s)

⧫ Barros, Couto : ”Asia”, 24 vols, 1778-88 (Edwards, £2 10s)

According to Ishida Mikinosuke (石田幹之助), etc.

Quaritch, Edwards           George Ernest Morrison (1862-1920)

   Morrison Collection (sold in 1917)

Toyo Bunko (東洋文庫) (Oriental Library)

CF.: “Catalogue/Bernard Quaritch Ltd.”, No.333 (November 

1914) : Siebold: “Nippon” (Satow’s copy) sold at £86)



“Japanese Plays (Versified) ” 
by Thomas R.H. McClatchie

University of Illinois, Yamagiwa Collection
Satow (Sotheby’s?) Heffers Yamagiwa
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Japanese Chronological Tables Comp. by Satow
University of California

Northern Regional Library Facility, Berkeley Library

   Note: “ Interleaved, with many ms. notes by the author.--Cf. Quaritch's Catalog 363.”

▼ Satow ??  ?? Horace W. Carpentier   University  of California

CF.; Quaritch Catalogue 363 (June 1921)
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Satow ?? Henri L. Joly (1876 – 1920)  Quaritch

 University  of California

▼Horace Walpole Carpentier (1824–1918)
▼Carpentier left money for Unv. Of C.  to buy books on East 
Asia?



Oyanguren: Arte de la Lengua Japona (Mexico, 1738)
Sotheby’s in 1913:  Quaritch (£4 17s 6d)

✱ 1920-30s in Japan

• Kyoto Univ. (from Maruzen)

• Toyo Bunko=Morrison Collection 
(from Maruzen)

• “Burned Down” (from Maruzen)

• Kameda Jiro Collection

✱ Today in Japan

• Tenri : Two copies (one from former 
Frank Hawley Collection)

• Kyoto Univ.

• Toyo Bunko : Two copies

• N.D.L. (from Kameda Jiro)
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✱ CF. : Book Auction Records Vol. 16 (1918-1919) June 1919



Collado: “Ars Grammaticae laponicae linguae”, Roma, 1632
Sotheby’s in 1913:  Quaritch (£1 4s)

⧫ Osaka Prefectural Central Library Library : Ichikawa Sanki Collection
Satow  Quaritch  Ichikawa Sanki  Osaka Prefectural Library
Ichikawa Sanki 市河三喜 (1886-1970) 
 Study abroad in UK: Dec. 1912 – Mar.? 1915 
 University Librarian (U. of Tokyo) : 1940-1946

⧫ CF. : University of Tokyo Library System
 “Ars grammaticae Japonicae linguae : in gratiam et adiutorium eorum, qui 
prædicandi Euangelij causa ad Japoniæ Regnum se voluerint conferre / 
composita et Sacrae de Propaganda Fide Congregationi dicata à Fr. Didaco 
Collado”, 3v. in 1
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Tokyo Imperial University Library (東京帝国大学附属図書館)

The Library was burnt down by the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923

⧫Reconstruction of the Library 1923-1929

⧫“Reconstruction Album Tokyo Imperial University Library 1923-1929”

 

✱ Mrs. Murdoch (マードック教授夫人) donated 49 volumes
     (rare books on Japan’s intercourse with the Occident in the 16th and 17th 

centuries including the annual letters of Jesuit missions)

✱ A Prince (某宮家) donated 51 volumes  
    (rare books on Japan’s intercourse with the Occident in the 16th and 17th 

centuries)

 Italian donations including books from the Vatican Library
 Donations from U.K. , etc.
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James Murdoch (1856-1921)

• 1917: Royal Military College & University of Sydney in Australia

• 1918: Professor at University of Sydney with annual salary of £1,000 
plus £600 from the Defence Department (£126,500 today??)

• Murdoch could purchase expensive books with his high salary??

• 1921: Died in Australia

• Mrs. Murdoch (Takeko) returned to Japan with his books?

• Mrs. Murdoch donated 49 volumes of Murdoch’s books to the Library 
of Tokyo Imperial University after the Great Kanto Earthquake
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Just “My Speculation” through Online-Search, 
Library Catalogues, etc.

• Probably some of former Satow’s books ended up at 
research Libraries, such as Tokyo University Library

• Simple online catalogue search of 243 items of Satow’s Book 
amongst online catalogues of the University of Tokyo (No 
Actual Inspection) : we could find some 28 items which are 
the same as or very similar to former Satow’s books. There 
are more than several items which are similar to them.
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