The Provenance of Saito Gesshin’s Zoho Uikiyoe
Ruiko at Cambridge University Library
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« What is the “Ukiyoe Ruiko” ( [Fiic$
=)

 What is Saito Gesshin’s “Zoho Ukiyoe
Ruiko” (WA S [FicES])?



Ukiyoe Ruiko ((ZFtH#z5E%)

* Collection of writings on ukiyoe artists
(biographies, artists’ careers, schools,
commentaries)

* Only reliable sources for the studies of ukiyoe
and they are indispensable for anyone who is
studying ukiyoe
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Provenance of Saito Gesshin’s Zoho Ukiyoe Ruiko
(Summary)
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How Did Satow Acquire it?

1. Why did Satow acquire it?
2. When did Satow acquire it?

3. What were the circumstances that

enabled Satow to acquire it?

4. Who used it before 1963-64?



Why did Satow acquire it?

William Anderson and Ernest Satow had a project to
publish a book about Japanese art (1879-1882).

Anderson gave a lecture on the history of Japanese art
at the Asiatic Society of Japan in June 1879.

They agreed to prepare a publication about Japanese
art in September 1879.

They travelled to Kyoto and Nara together to collect art
materials and books

Satow seemed to be losing confidence about the
project from spring 1882 onward, but he continued to
help Anderson (i. e., he seemed to continue to collect
materials and books on Japanese art).



Anderson and Satow (2)

Year | Anderson Satow

1879 | ‘A History of Japanese Art’ Anderson and Satow agreed to
(talk and article). publish a book of Japanese art.

They travelled to Kyoto and Nara.

1880 | Returned to Britain. Anderson and Satow prepared a

book before Anderson's departure.

1881 | Sold a collection of Travelled to Kyoto and Osaka and
Japanese art (3,500 items, bought books at Zeniya in Kyoto.
£3,000) to the British
Museum.

1882 | Sold a collection of Satow gave up a project to publish
Japanese books (311 a book of Japanese art with
volumes, £300) to the British | Anderson, but continued to collect
Museum. books of Japanese art.

1883 Returned to Britain (a leave of

absence)




Satow’s Letter for Dickins (11 September 1881)

You know | am making a library of books
about Japan, modern, as well as ancient.
The prices of the very old ones are becoming
exorbitant, and | cannot help thinking that
they are raised because the booksellers
know | am buying. Now and then however |
get hold of a bargain from some man
outside the ring.
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Screening by B4R R i%?

o BH4E R [ borrowed some items of A &’s collection
and made copies of them.

« WhenA % died,B84#E R &% acquired some items of A
Z’s collection, but he did not acquire [1§#ZHiG
#8Z ]| (he borrowed it in 1868) and [ .5\ (he
borrowed it in 1867), etc.

e Satow bought items of A %’s collection which B4R
R & did not purchase




What did B84E R #% purchase from A% ‘s collection?
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Descriptive and Historical Catalogue of a Collection of Japanese
and Chinese Paintings in the British Museum (Anderson)
1886

Bibliography (Japanese: 68 items, European: 20 items)

“Most of these volumes may be seen in the collection
of Japanese and Chinese literature in the Museum.”

Ukiyo yé riu-ko. MS. Revised edition, 1844. A valuable
account of the artists of popular school.



A History of Japanese Colour-Prints (W. von SEIDLITZ)
(English: 1910, German: 1897)

One chief source of information is the Ukiyoye
ruiko, which exists in the British Museum (in a
MS. of 1844) and elsewhere, and which is said
to have been afterwards printed as well.



Satow and Anderson(?) used i
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Descriptive and Historical Catalogue of a Collection of Japanese
and Chinese Paintings in the British Museum (Anderson)

362 JAPANESE PICTORIAL ART.

Iso hiakkwa sen. Selection from curious plants and flowers.
Mei-kiyo hiak'kei. Views of noted bridges.
Hiak'kwa kijutsu. Occupations (7).

Hiaku-jiu, hiaku-fuku. Rejoicings and prosperities.
Kio-gwa sohitsu gan.  Comic pictures.

Giyoku hiak’kei. Fishing scenes.

Gek'ka hiak'kei. Moonlight scenes.

Hiaku-ba hiaku-gu. Horses and cows.

Hiak'kin hiaku-ju. Birds and animals.

Noka hiak'kei. Agricultural scenes.

Empo Choten ippiaku ji-zas dzu-yé.

The following are named in the second edition of the Uksyo-yé
riu-ko.
(a) Drawing books.
Ji-mon hinagata (patterns for weavers).
Hokusai E-kagams.
Hokusai gwa-sd.
Taméichs gwa-fu.
Shashin gwa-fu. 1 vol.
_ Joruri-zekku. 1 vol.

(b) Illustrated novels.

Sanshichs zenden Nanka no yumé. By Bakin.

Chei-ko Ttako-bushs. 5 vols. By Emba.

Tama no Ochiho. 1 vol. By Koyéda Shigéru.

Kwai-dan Shimo-yo no Hoshi. 5 vols. By Ritei.
Adzuma Futaba no Nishiki. 5 vols. By Shigéru.

Kokuji Nuyé Monogatars. . 5 vols. By Shakuyakutei.
Awa-no Naruto. 5 vols. By Riitei.

Kana déhon gojitsu no Bunshé. 5 vols. By Emba,

Shin Kasané gédatsu Monogatari. 5 vols. By Bakin.
Kataki-uchi wrami Kudsu no Ha. .5 vols. By Bakin.
Futatsu Chocho Shiraito Zoshi. 5 vols. By Shakuyakutei.
O Riku Kosuké Yumé no Uki-hashs = 3 vols. By Toyei. 1809.
Sumida~gawa Bairia Shinsho. 6 vols. By Bakin.

Raigo Kwas 80 den. 10 vols. By Bakin.

Yuriwaka Nozuyé no Taka. 5 vols. By Mantei Soba.
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Satow and Sharaku

* “From Sir Ernest Satow’s collection again was

acquired by purchase two years later [1909] a series,
nardly rivalled anywhere, of the large heads of actors
oy Sharaku, rarest of the masters of the colour-print,
pesides many admirable specimens of other
masters.” (Laurence Binyon, 1916)

e “Satow had been British Ambassador in Tokyo in the
years 1895-1900 and had made a remarkable
collection of actor-portraits by Sharaku. They were
bought in 1909 and form one of the finest groups in
the world of this most sought-after of print artists.”

(Laurence Smith, 1987)




