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Photog raphy and the B ook: 
Henry N orman’s  g la s s  neg atives  from the R oya l 

C ommonw ea lth S oc iety C ollec tions  a t 

C ambridg e U nivers ity L ibrary 
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H enry N orman (1858-
1939)
An English Journalist and 
Politician
Pall Mall Gazette 

• “R ea l Japan”  (1892)
• “People and Politic s  of the 

Far E as t” (1895)
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Photography 
• Daguerrotype (1837-)

• Calotype (negatives)(Henry Fox Talbot)

• Wet Plate (collodion process) (1850s-):long exposure 
time

• Dry P la te (gelatin process ) (1878-): shorter exposure 
time: ‘instantaneous photographs’

• Roll film (Kodak)(1888-)

• Digital photography (late 1980s-)
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Printing (use of photography)
• Insertion of photographic prints

• Images copied by artists from photographs for printing 
plates (example : Line block process)

• Collotype (1870s-): a small number of copies

• Halftone (1890-):  halftone screens: a large number of 
copies

---------------------------------------------------------------

• (photomechanical processes  means Halftone and Line 
block )
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“Real Japan”
   “With the exception of three negatives 
kindly placed at my service by Professor W. 
K. Burton, of the Japanese Imperial 
University, almost all the illustrations are 
from photographs taken by myself.  I have to 
thank Mr. Joseph Pennell and Mr. George 
Thomson for kind and accomplished help in 
making a number of them more suitable for 
mechanical reproduction”.
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 9/3/10  “Real Japan” (frontispiece)
•                           
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国華余芳
• 　　　　　　　　

　　　　　
• 　　　　　　　　
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