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 What are business archives? 

 What do they contain?  Research value? 

 Where are they: parent organizations vs public repositories   

 Corporate/company archives: internal vs external access 

 Gaining access to company archives 

 Access to business archives in repositories 

 Promotion of business archives by the Shibusawa Eiichi 

Memorial Foundation  
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 Records created or received by a commercial enterprise in the course 
of operations and preserved for their enduring value 

A Glossary of Archival and Records Terminology  

by Richard Pearce-Moses, published by the SAA, 2005 

 

 Business archives are those records that are created through a 
businesses operation that have a long term value to the business, its 
stakeholders and future generation.  Archives records can include 
paper, electronic records, audio tapes, video, photographs and objects.                                           

                   Business Archives Council of Scotland 
 

Corporate archives  

   1. Documents and other materials  
   2. The division within an organization responsible for such materials 

               A Glossary of Archival and Records Terminology  
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• documents concerning a company’s founders and foundation 

• corporate and capital structure 

• financial performance 

• management culture 

• major achievements and public image 

• advertising 

• acquisitions and strategic alliances 

• interaction with regulatory agencies 

• trademarks 

• technical and management innovations 

 
 

Business Archives Council of Scotland 
http://www.gla.ac.uk/services/archives/bacs/servicestobusiness/whatarebusinessarchives/ 
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 Corporate histories 
 • ex) History of Kikkoman by Mark Fruin  

 Studies in organizational management  
• Business activities  

• Investor relations 
• Policy development and evaluation 
• Public relations and advertising 

• Recruitment  

• Orientation and training 
• Employee communications 

  Case studies on business management 
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 Business environment 
• Government and other regulations  

• Market conditions  

 History of local communities 
•  Impact of employees, customers  

 Social influences  

 •  Change in lifestyle seen through    

products/services/advertisements 
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Social influence 

Community setting 

Business environment 

Corporate history 

Organizational 
management 
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Corporate 
archives 

Decision making 

Accountability 

Marketing 

Advertisement 

Risk management Legal 
matter 

Branding 

Company 
history 

Education 

New products 

Companies 
Researchers 

Internal access 

External access 



 In-house, within the parent organization 
      corporate archives 

                  (institutional archives) 

 Public repositories    
       museums  

       libraries 

       universities  

       research institutions 

       local  archives 

                   (collecting archives) 
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“Let the Right One In? – Challenging Perceptions of Access to 
Business Archives”    

- 2014 Conference of Business Archives Council 

The conference will benefit all professionals who facilitate both 
internal and external access to their archives and also benefit 
those who seek to gain access to archives.  Specifically the 
conference will explore: 

•The balance between commercial needs of a business and external 
access 

•How effectively social media can be used 

•How cataloguing enhances access 

•How access can be made to digital records 

 
9 



10 



11 



Mitsubishi 

Shiryokan  

三菱史料館 

      

http://www.meri.o

r.jp/ 
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Mitsui Bunko  

三井文庫  

      

http://www.mits

ui-bunko.or.jp/ 
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Sumitomo 

Historical 

Archives 
住友史料館          
 

http://www.shiry

okan.jp/# 
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Takashimaya 

Archives  

高島屋史料館 

 

http://www.takashi

maya.co.jp/archive

s/library/about.html 
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Toyota Automobile 

Museum 

トヨタ博物館 
http://www.toyota.co.jp/

Museum/about/ 

http://www.toyota.co.jp/

Museum/english/about/ 
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Toyota Commemorative 

Museum of Industry and 

Technology  
産業技術記念館 

http://www.tcmit.org/    
http://www.tcmit.org/english/  

Textile Machinery Pavilion 
繊維機械館 

 Automobile Pavilion  

 自動車館 
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Shiseido Corporate 

Museum  
資生堂企業資料館
http://www.shiseidogroup.jp/

corporate-

museum/?rt_bt=20140723_

menu-culture-special_004 
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Kao Museum  

花王ミュージアム  

http://www.kao.com

/jp/corp_info/factori

es_18.html   
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TOTO Historical 

Museum  
TOTO歴史資料館  

http://www.toto.c

o.jp/social/muse

um/index.htm 
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 Key words: 沿革 / 歴史 / 歩み 
 

トップ＞会社情報 / 会社概要＞沿革 / 歴史 / 歩み 
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Information on shashi 

 Shibusawa Shashi Database  

 Shashi Wiki 

 Kawasaki Library OPAC 

 

Full online shashi 

 Toyota (Japanese and English). 
http://www.toyota.co.jp/jpn/company/history/ 

 Sashi no Mori (12 shashi available)  
http://shashinomori.dualchives.jp/ 
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The Library of 

Economics, 

University of Tokyo 
東京大学経済学部資料
室 

 

http://www.lib.e.u-

tokyo.ac.jp/english/?p

age_id=23 
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Integrated Center for 

Corporate Archives, 

Research Institute for 

Economic & Business 

Administration (RIEB), 

Kobe University 
神戸大学経済経営研究所付属
企業資料総合センター 

http://www.rieb.kobe-

u.ac.jp/center/index-e.html 
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Archival Museum in the 

Faculty of Economics at 

Shiga University  
滋賀大学経済学部附属史
料館 

 

http://www.econ.shiga-

u.ac.jp/main.cgi?c=10/1 
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Promotion of business archives through: 

 Research on the conditions of business archives in Japan  

      BA Directory 

 International exchange of information on business archives  

      ICA/SBL, Tokyo Conference 

 Introduction of best practices  

      E-zine, website 
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Thank you ! 

A favorite memory from the EAJRS 2013 excursion 


