
Blood, Tears and Samurai Love
A Tragic Tale from Eighteenth-century Japan and its Digital Future

Dr Angelika Koch, Leiden University



¢ƘŜ aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘhttps://collections.library.yale.edu/catalog/32457253

ώ{ƘǹŘǁǘǎǳȅŀƳƻƴƻƎŀǘŀǊƛϐΣ {Ƙǁǘƻƪǳп ώмтмпϐΦ
ώ ῎ϐΣ п ώмтмпϐ



¢ƻǇπ{ŜŎǊŜǘ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘΚ

Colophon: 4 [1714]
{ƘǹŘǁǘǎǳȅŀƳƻƴƻƎŀǘŀǊƛϐΣ {Ƙǁǘƻƪǳп ώмтмпϐΦ
ώ ῎ϐΣ п ώмтмпϐ



Top-Secret Content?
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The Context: A lively culture of male love in fiction and theatre
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ÅTakenomataGenta
(age 14-16)



ÅBoddhisattva WƛȊǁas 
omniscient narrator
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ÅYonezawadomain in northern 
Japan (Uesugiclan)
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Why was the truth 
a problem?

Å/ŜƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǊŜŀƭπƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƴŜǿǎǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ



The Yale 
aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΩǎ LƭƭƛŎƛǘ 
Truths

VReal-life warriors

VDetails of their lineages

VNegative evaluation

VSuggestive scenes
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Underground 
Manuscripts

ÅaŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ŎŜƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ


