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INTRODUCTION : What’s JACAR?

Japan Center for Asian Historical Records

(JACAR) is a digital archive of official
Japanese historical documents.

The center was established in November
2001 to share  historical records
documenting relations particularly
between Japan and other Asian countries.




INTRODUCTION : What’s JACAR?

On JACAR’S Website, you can freely access
22 million digital images of Japanese
government documents (as of Aug. 2011).

These documents are held in the National
Archives of Japan, the Diplomatic Record
Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the Library of the National Institute for
Defense Studies of the Ministry of Defense:




After the Outbreak of
The Tohoku Earthquake

When the devastating Tohoku Earthquake
occurred on March 11th, JACAR’s staff
members and server were fortunately

unharmed.
<

We tried to respond quickly to user
demand for historical documents
pertaining to Japanese seismic disasters
and reconstruction efforts.
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After the Outbreak of

The Tohoku

Earthquake

On April 14th, we added to our website an
online guide for finding tsunami relating

~ =

documents.

For searching “jEK

7

(tsunami) relating

documents, type the words “ ;£ ;B ”

(tsunami) or “ B M

7 (kaisho) into the

search box. These words mean tsunami.



“Earthquakes and Resilience”
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“Earthquakes and Resilience”
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Meiji-Tokyo Earthquake (Jun. 20, 1894)  regamsusm. (#4A274F6 8208 )

b

r'SKB71, “There was
just a large earthquake.”
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Meiji-Tokyo Earthquake (Jun. 20, 1894)  regamsusm. (#4A274F6 8208 )
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Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923)
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Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923) ressA®ms. ( AF1249A810 )

T;RUCTION IN TOKYO AND YOKOHAMA.
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“s8'@” (kaisho) means

tsunami.
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Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. rEA AR, ( KE1299A10 )
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records.
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other records that concern the relationship
between Japan and particularly
neighboring nations in modern times.
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archives.

=

Researchers have to go to those archives to
search and read “Asian Historical Records.”
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researchers could then easily search and
access them online.

25



Some archives would share a database
catalog of Asian historical records

By accessing one of these databases, users
would be ale to search all Asian historical
records

To see record images, users would follow
database URL links
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Some archives would
share a database catalog
of Asian historical
records

Database Database
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JACAR

International
Network

By accessing one of
these databases, users

would be able to search

all Asian historical
records

Database Database
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To seefrecord images,
usérs would follow

database URL links.
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International Network of Asian
Historical Records Digital Archives

As construction of an archival network for
Asian historical records may present
technical issues to resolve from sharing
digital data, we advocate for investing time
and getting started with facing its
challenges.
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from you. We hope to begin discussions
with individuals at other archives.
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International Symposium on
JACAR’s 10" Anniversary

“Retrospect and Prospect : the 10 years of JACAR”
DATE : Friday, November 18, 2011 14:30-17:50
VENUE : Waseda University, Tokyo

Keynote Lecture

Prof. Donald Keene

Panel Sessions
“Future Historical Studies
Altered by Digital Archives”
Moderated by Prof. Kenichiro Hirano,
Director-General of JACAR

Panelists

Prof. Willy F. Vande Walle
(Belgium)

Prof. Bu Ping (China)
Prof. San Chan Lee (Korea)

Prof. Shin Kawashima (Japan)
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