Belief in wooden effigies used for malevolent
purposes between the Asuka and Heian period
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Figurine

ARz  ningyo (doll)
Hitokata, hitogata
Katashiro #4X (substitutional object)

Usage:
1. space to occupy by spirits (kami ##)
2. object of purification (nademono #&4))
3. substitution of a certain person
a) prayer
b) curse



Healing and ,,exorcism”

Late Asuka period Nara period (710—794)
(694-710)
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Enmi &R &
En [k
Carving images
Drawing likenesses —
Stabbing the heart
Piercing nails through the eyes
Tying the hands and feet

Mi &

__...to harm/kill
a person

Summoning demons —
Practicing the ,,Ways of the left”
Using spells




Ancient China

Six Secret Teachings (Litt Tao 7<&8)

Comprehensive Mirror for Aid in Governance
(Zizhi Tongjian& ;A& )



Asuka period (538-710)

The Chronicles of Japan (Nihon Shoki B AZE42)

Nara period (/710-794)
Continued Annals of Japan (Shoku Nihongi $t B A<#C)



Nara period - Heijo palace
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Cursed figure
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Princess Inoue #F ERNEHTF

Crime of fuko &%

Crime of enmi

Ryoanji goryo daimyojin engi

=R FHEKRBHAMEZIE (accursed figure)
Kugyo bunin 2% 1E (coup d’état?)
Deaths in prison

Princess Inoue, Prince Osabe
and their ,,vengeful spirit”




Heian period (7/94-1185)

Cursed ,,couple” Cursed noble(wo)man
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Fujii Fukumaro EH1E5 &
Hinokuma Ako.. ¥ g & oo

Source: Miyake — Yanaura 1990: 316.

Source: Minami — Harayama 2005: 2.



Late Heian period

Shihohai MM 75+ Emperor’s ritual on
New Year’s day

Conclusion

Imperial court — maintaining the order
Intentional human deed — punishment

Unintentional human error — appeasement of
the supernatural power

Tools of secular intents
Coming to a full circle
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