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• until 2014 digitization project "SSG 6.25 digital" funded by the German Research Foundation

(DFG), amongst the digitized materials also nearly 570 titles of the pre-modern Japanese

holdings, including 46 handscrolls

• searchable in our various catalogues and partly (374 titles) through the新日本古典籍総合

データベース or completely through "Japan Search" (effort by the ARC of Ritsumeikan

University)

• images and data are publicly available via the Digitised Collections of the library, use of the

library‘s presentation platform and viewer technology (all its advantages and limitations) 

-> example handscroll vs. example book

Current situation

https://digital.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/werkansicht/?PPN=PPN330810122X
https://digital.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/werkansicht/?PPN=PPN3303600295
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University of Chicago, Center for Art of East Asia -> East Asian Scroll Paintings https://scrolls.uchicago.edu/

Seattle Art Museum -> Chinese Painting & Calligraphy http://chinesepainting.seattleartmuseum.org/OSCI/

Princeton University -> Scrolls of the Mongol Invasions on Japan http://digital.princeton.edu/mongol-invasions/index.php

Heidelberg University, IKO -> Hachiman Digital Handscrolls https://kjc-sv038.kjc.uni-heidelberg.de/hachiman/#O44115/

Bukkyô University Library Digital Collections https://bird.bukkyo-u.ac.jp/collections/subject/picturescroll-picturebook/

Bank of Japan Currency Museum https://www.imes.boj.or.jp/cm/research/2021emaki/index.html

13 September 2022 Nichibunken (renewed version) -> https://lapis.nichibun.ac.jp/ema/List

Examples of handscroll presentation (projects)

https://scrolls.uchicago.edu/
http://chinesepainting.seattleartmuseum.org/OSCI/
http://digital.princeton.edu/mongol-invasions/index.php
https://kjc-sv038.kjc.uni-heidelberg.de/hachiman/#O44115/
https://bird.bukkyo-u.ac.jp/collections/subject/picturescroll-picturebook/
https://www.imes.boj.or.jp/cm/research/2021emaki/index.html
https://lapis.nichibun.ac.jp/ema/List
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Question: Might the use of iiif-technology provide a solution?
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https://digitalnagasaki.hatenablog.com

Dr. Nagasaki Kiyonori

Senior Fellow at the International Institute 

for Digital Humanities in Tokyo

一般財団法人人文情報学研究所

主席研究員
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virtual canvas
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virtual canvas
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CrossAsia ITR

scroll manifests

Digitised Collections 
of SBB

iiif image server

viewer user
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Thematic portal on Japanese handscrolls – draft version
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hurdles encountered – mainly image related

scrolls at both ends of the image
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extremely wide images facilitating a slight curving of the scroll (fan-shape) and thereby…
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…resulting in problems
when overlaying/
overlapping/aligning
the images
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uneven lighting during scanning of the scrolls -> shadows
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• lessons learned (so far) …

• expect to publish the site in December 2022 – remaining tasks …

• future developments/applications …

Summary
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Thank you for listening!


