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• I – The Japanese literature collection at the 
french national library : context

• II – Questionning the collection
• definition and composition

• visibility

• utility : what is the role of a national library?

• III – Making the most of the resources
• producing reference content

• exploring unexpected resources

EAJRS 2019 - BnF 2



Japanese resources at the BnF

• Manuscripts departement

- 550 xylograph books

- 240 manuscripts
(illuminated scrolls, with 15 
nara e-hon; buddhist texts; 19th 
century japanese handbooks and 
dictionaries…)

- 2000 books about classical
literature, history of the book,
classical art…
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• Prints department
- 3000 prints

- 1000 illustrated xylograph books

- Rare woodblocks, drawings, paintings
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• Performing arts department

- kabuki prints and albums

- a few nō masks, bunraku puppets… 
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• Maps and plans departement
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- 5000 maps, 

600 of which from the 
16th to the 19th century

- early photographs
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 ancient material

resources about pre-Meiji Japan
- All at Richelieu, the older library building in the center of 
Paris

- Very well-known among researchers: high quality scientific
works

- Very attractive online 
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Modern and contemporary Japan at
the BnF

• Literature

• Japanese language (linguistics & learning
material)

• Humanities

• Art
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Japanese
resources at the 

BnF

What I purchase : 
contemporary art, modern 

and contemporary
literature and humanities

Modern and 
contemporary

literature
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• Defining the collection : modern and 
contemporary

– post-Meiji 
– …and contemporary : up to now
– Literary material (novels…) but also academic works

about literature

• Size of the collection

– Around 10 000 books, mostly in japanese
– 1600 books on free access in the reading rooms

• Yearly increase
+ 400 volumes in japanese
+ 130 volumes in french/english
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A strenght of the collection :
zenshû全集 series

• 63 series of « zenshû » : from Abe Kôbô to Yoshimoto
Takaaki… including some thematic zenshû (Okinawa 
bungaku, Nihon SF zenshû…)

 Typically, the kind of resources only a major library can
afford

• But : 
– plethoric, dense…
– well adapted for the latest trends in research on 

literature?
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How to choose from the amount of 
books published in Japan every year? 

the national library’s role should be to build a 
corpus that reflects the present state of Japanese
literary life: 

• keeping an eye on the literary awards (Noma, 
Akutagawa…)

• following the trends of japanese literature in France 
by tracking the legal deposit
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• manga in literature? 
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Making the most of the resources :

- producing reference content

- exploring unexpected resources
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More unexpected resources

• Draw links with other collections : manga, 
anime, films, …?

• Follow but also stimulate the dynamics of 
research : be transdisciplinary
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Thank you for your attention

coralie.castel@bnf.fr
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