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1. Means and difficulties.  
 

 1. 1. Collections in figures  
 

 1. 2. Difficulties 
 

 1. 3. Means and Resources  



1. 1. Collections related to Japan in figures  

Type of document Number of items  

Printed books (16th-1912) Several hundreds 

Prints by French artists 2 000 

Documentary albums 500 

Western maps 100 

Photographs Several hundreds 

Xylographs and manuscripts 5 500 

Japanese prints 3 000 

Objects 150 and more… 



Printed books : several hundred 

©BnF 



Prints by French artists : 2 000 
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Documentary albums : 500 
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Western maps: 100 
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Photographs : several hundreds 
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Audio recordings 

©BnF 



Xylographs and manuscripts : 5 500 
Prints : 3 000 
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Objects : 150 ? 
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1.2.  Difficulties.  
 

 - No specifications, no existing 
model 

 - Tight schedule 
 - large scale collections 
 - different types of 

documents 
 - organisation of the BnF vs. 
project work   



Virtual exhibition 
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Gallica’s interface 
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« Existing » Portals 
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France-Amerique Portal 
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France-Bresil Portal 
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New model for Portals 
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1.3.  Means and resources 
  

 - A priority for the BnF 
 - Budget 
 - A dedicated team 
 - documents themselves… 
    



VB. Georges Gottlieb, Florence 
Paschal, Valérie Louison 



2 Students : Tanahashi Michiko 
(Nagoya U.) / Maxime Thomassin 
(Ecole du Louvre) / 





2. Selecting the documents :  
 

 2. 1. Technical criteria 
 

 2. 2. Thematic consistency 
 

 2. 3. Figures   



2. 1.  Technical criteria 
  

 -  Copyrights 
 

 - Human resources  
          

 - Technical difficulties    
  



Copyrights : L’illustration 



  Human resources 
- selecting : a need for specialists  
- cataloguing 
- (light) restoration 
- adding boxes, cleaning, putting 
away western covers … 
- writing folio number, and putting 
department stamp. 
    



Printed books (Reiber album) 
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2. 2.  Thematic consistency 
 -  Printed books :  
     a thematic presentation 
 - Whole work of an artist 
 - Selection of master pieces  
 - No selection  at all   
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- Imaginary Japan 
- Official Relationships 
- Travel literature 
- Japanese art 
- Jaonism in prints 
- Japonism in literature 
- Japanese studies 



Imaginary Japan 
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Official relationships 



Travel literature 



 
 
 
 
 
Georges Auriol  
Livre des cachets,  
1901 
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Hiroshige’s prints series record 



Japanese objects digitization process 
 



Japanese objects digitization process 
 



Japanese objects digitization process 
 



Japanese objects digitization process 
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Japanese objects digitization process 
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Hokusai’s Surimono 
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Opera (sketch for a set piece) 
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1. 1. The selection in figures  

Type of document Number of items  

Printed books (16th-1912) Several hundreds => 700 

Prints by French artists 2 000 => 1000 

Documentary albums 500 => 0 in 2014 / all in 2015 

Western maps 100 => 100 

Photographs Several hundreds => 300 

Xylographs and manuscripts 5 500 => 150 ! 

Japanese prints 3 000 => 1 000 

Objects 150 and more…=> 150 





2. Home page and interface:  
 

 2. 1. Main structure 
 

 2. 2. Japan in images 
 

 2. 3. Texts with links to 
documents  



3. 1. Main structure 
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THEMATIC TEXTS 
- Imaginary Japan 
- Official Relationships 
- Travel literature 
- Japanese art 
- Japonism in prints 
- Japonism in literature 
- Japanese studies 

IMAGES 
 

- Albums 
 

- Virtual 
exhibitions 
 
 



Albums : Japon artistique 
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Album : Hokusai’s studio 
paintings 
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THEMATIC TEXTS 
- Imaginary Japan 
- Official Relationships 
- Travel literature 
- Japanese art 
- Japonism in prints 
- Japonism in literature 
- Japanese studies 

IMAGES 
 

- Albums 
 

- Virtual 
exhibitions 
 
 



Thematic texts : links 
 

   



Thematic texts : links 
towards one document 

 
   



 
   

©BnF 



Thematic texts : links 
 

   



Thematic texts : links to the work 
of a writer, related to Japan   



Thematic texts : links 
towards th work of a write 

 
   



Yokohama-e 
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Conclusion :  

BnF-Japan, an encounter 

france-japon.bnf.fr 


