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Gerhard Pulverer Collection 
 

935 titles 
 
2080 volumes  
 
ca. 1600—1970s, most woodblock printed 
 
Good to excellent condition and preservation 
 
Some rare or unique volumes; some rare complete sets 
 
Most acquired in Europe; many have recorded provenance from earlier 
collections. 
 
Researched by scholars from Japan, Europe, U.S. 
 
Purchased by the Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution in 2007 



Research, exhibition, and management of the collection 2007-present 
at the Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Insitution 
 
2007-8 Curatorial and conservation survey, entry of basic data into TMS (The Museum System) collection 
database 
 
2009 Online catalogue planning grant from the Getty Foundation under the Online Scholarly Catalogue 
Initiative 
 
2010 Planning and investigation of methods for rapid image capture and catalogue features. Collaboration 
with Professor Ryo Akama, Ritsumeikan University, Dr. Ryoko Matsuba, consultation with Professor Jun 
Suzuki, Professor Matthi Forrer, Dr. Roger Keyes, Dr. Ellis Tinios, and other scholars researching Japanese 
books 
 
2011-12 Rapid capture photography  of all volumes, using methods developed by Professor Akama and 
used for the first time at the Freer Gallery. Research and full cataloguing of 100 volumes  by Hokusai. 
Upload of images to museum database and Smithsonian Digital Asset Management system. 
 
2012-13 Collaboration with Indianapolis Museum of Art Digital Lab to design and build the research 
website. 
 
2013 Public exhibition at the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery of 120 volumes in the exhibition Hand-Held: 
Gerhard Pulverer’s Japanese Illustrated Books 





  
Ehon seirō bijin awase 
Suzuki Harunobu (1724-70) 



Shiohi no tsuto   Kitagawa Utamaro  



Hosoda Eishi (1756-1829) 
Katsushika Hokusai (1760-
1849) 
Nishikizukuri onna 
sanjūrokkasen 
 
 



Kikkōjō 
Ashiyuki 

Ehon butai ōgi 
Katsukawa Shunshō (1726-92) 
Ippitsusai Bunchō (1764-1801)  



(Naniwa meisho) Tenpōzan shōkei  
Yashima Gakutei (1786?-1868) 



Professor Ryo Akama, conservator Emily Jacobson, 
and Ann Yonemura test a bookstand 



Professor Akama demonstrates his invention, an elastic bungee 
cord support system. Freer Gallery of Art 2010 











Rapid Image Capture Project for the Pulverer Collection  
 
Produced 78,000 high-resolution images in a total of sixteen weeks over two summers, 
2011 and 2012. 

 
Professor Ryo Akama’s invention of a new system for supporting ehon for photography was 
tested, approved by conservation staff, and used on large scale for the first time. 
 
Fixed position camera and lighting was used rather than flash. This allowed  photography to 
proceed more rapidly. Museum professional photographers verified quality. 
 
Two workstations were set up for photography, verification, and numbering in the same 
room where books were stored, rather than moving books from a storage area to a 
photography studio. 
 
Graduate art history students were trained by Professor Akama and supervised by a 
conservator for safe handling.  Dr. Matsuba conducted research on the collection and 
advised in special cases. 
 
Files were downloaded and sent to the museum’s photography lab for post-processing. 
 
 



Vanessa Tothill photographs a multi-volume 
book in a European binding 



Rebecca Merritt photographs a book 
with special printing. Lighting is 
modified to capture embossing or 
metallic printing 



Suzie Kim verifies exposure, completeness, 
and numbers images immediately after 
photography 













 






