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National Diet Library 1948  
The only deposit library in Japan

Overview of  the Mass Digitization

The Collections of the NDL
Tokyo Library of Monbushō 1875  

etc. A  comprehensive collection 

of Japanese books published 

after 1875. 

A  comprehensive collection 

of Japanese books published 

after 1875. 

Imperial Library 1897

Library of the Upper House 1890

Library of the Lower House 1890
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Hundreds of thousands of 

books before the Meiji era.

Hundreds of thousands of 

books before the Meiji era.



Mass Digitization 2009-2011

Digitization for Preservation 

⁃Copyright Law Article 31 (2)

Digitization for Broader Access

⁃Online Access

⁃Onsite Access
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Books (Ja. & Ch.)

Periodicals (Ja.)

Official Gazettes

890,000

1,025,000

20,000

Collection Type Digitized

6,800,000*

6,200,000

Holdings

Old Books

Rare Materials
85,000290,000

300,000

5,000

20,000

Online Access

66,000

Total amount 2,165,00013,860,000 410,000

Dissertations 140,000550,000 15,000

Current Status of 
the Digitization Process

* Including second copies
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Impact

Increased Visibility of the Collection

– Questions and Requests

– Various Productions by Users utilizing our collections
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Questions and Requests 
from overseas users

• “I am attending a conference away from home. I cannot download 

images from your database with my current equipment. Can you 

help me?”

• “I am a researcher in Korea. I found useful materials in your 

database. It is old, but onsite access only. Can you make the 

materials available for online use?”

• “I am looking for a national statistic report of Japan since its first 

introduction. Are there any useful resources I can use online?”

April –August 2012 (addressed to the Digital Library Division)

By Telephone By E-mail About  the System About  Content About Copyrights

56  276 81 187 6
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*The number excludes those  addressed to the Reference Service Section.



Productions by Users
Frequently requested items FY2011

Rank Title Freq.

1 日本橋魚市繁栄図日本橋魚市繁栄図日本橋魚市繁栄図日本橋魚市繁栄図 26262626回回回回

2 双六双六双六双六 23232323回回回回

3 〔〔〔〔中村座内外中村座内外中村座内外中村座内外のののの図図図図〕〕〕〕 22222222回回回回

4 上州富岡製糸場之図 21回

5 広重画猿若町三芝居図 20回

6 竹取物語 17回

7 千代田の御表 16回

8 安政五戊午年三月三日於テ桜田御門外ニ水府脱士之輩会盟シテ雪中ニ大老彦
根侯ヲ襲撃之図

14回

9 本草図譜 13回

10 平治物語〔絵巻〕 13回
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Ceramic Art made from Hiroshige’s Toto Meisho Ueno Toeizan Zenzu, exhibited at a 

roof terrace of the newly opened Saigo Kaikan, Ueno ( 2.4×4.8ｍ)

11

Overview of  the Mass Digitization



Let’s Take a Look at the

“NDL Digitized Contents”!

「国立国会図書館デジタル化資料」を見てみましょう！

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents

12



“NDL Digitized Contents”

Held / Digitized by the 
NDL

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Keyword Search:
Title
Creator (Author etc.)
Publisher
Table of Contents 
Description 
Permanent ID

Check : All Digitized Items
Uncheck: Online Access Items 

Simple Search

“AND”
Search 

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Advanced Search

Advanced Search
NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Search Across Multiple Collections
Advanced Search

Check the target 

collection groups.

“AND” or “OR”

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Ex)

・ 琉球民謡 (Folksongs of Ryūkyū)
戦前に出版されたレコード (Sound Recordings before 1945)

戦前に出版された文献 (Literature before 1945)

・『守貞謾(漫）稿』 Morisada Mankō
江戸時代の著者手稿 Manuscript by the author produced 

in the Edo period

近代の刊本 Print publications of the Meiji Era and onwards

関連文献 Related literature

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents

Search Across Multiple Collections
Advanced Search
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NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents

Search Across Multiple Collections
Advanced Search
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Rare Books and Old Materials
Advanced Search

Keyword

-Full-text Searching of 

Analyses （（（（解題解題解題解題））））

-Search by Japanese period 

name （（（（元号元号元号元号））））

Classification of 国書総目録国書総目録国書総目録国書総目録, , , , 

四部分類四部分類四部分類四部分類 etc.

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Official Gazettes  官報
Advanced Search

• From July 3, 1883 to  April 30, 1947

55 article types:  

法律 (Statutes); 政令 (Ordinances); 条約 (Treaties) etc.

• Official Gazettes before 1945 also carry:
外報 (News from Overseas);

広告 (Advertisements);

観象 (Weather reports) 

⇒⇒⇒⇒ Current Affairs of the Past 

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Article Type:
法律法律法律法律
条約条約条約条約
予算予算予算予算
政令政令政令政令
予算予算予算予算
勅令勅令勅令勅令
閣令閣令閣令閣令
・・・・
・・・・
外報外報外報外報
彙報彙報彙報彙報
観象観象観象観象
etc.

Keyword: 
清国清国清国清国

Years: 
1900-1912

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents

Official Gazettes
Advanced Search
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August 13, 1908 (Meiji 41)

「清國ニ於ケル發明、意匠、
商標及著作權ノ相互保護
ニ關スル日米條約」

http://dl.ndl.go.jp/info:ndlj

p/pid/2950887/3

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents

Official Gazettes
Advanced Search
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Doctoral Dissertations

• Dissertations sent to the NDL from 1991-2000

• Search by Keyword, University, Accepted Year etc.

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Periodicals

・Selected titles up to the 

volumes published  

circa 2000

・All periodicals are onsite 

access only except:
医学中央雑誌 Japana centra revuo 

medicina. vol.1 (1903) to vol.410 

(1983) .

Official Gazette: English edition 

from April 4, 1946 to April 28, 1951.

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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近代デジタルライブラリー
Digital Library from the Meiji Era

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Photoduplication for your research

“Onsite Access Items”

⇒ Request photoduplication

Information: 
http://www.ndl.go.jp/en/service/copy.html

contact: e-mail: ill-sec@ndl.go.jp

* The NDL Digitized Contents can locate all pages that 
contain relevant information.

*Photoduplication products will be from the digital image 
of the item (not from the original). 

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Reproductions for your Publications

All items from the NDL holdings require users to 
fill in a form, when they are reproduced.

⇒ Reproduction Request Form

https://www.ndl.go.jp/en/attention/reproduction.html

* Reproduction  request s through this form are possible only 
with  the items with expired copyrights.  For the remainder, 
you need the right holders permission.

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Historical Recordings

Sound recordings of music, lectures, etc. on 78rpm records 
and other early discs produced from around 1900 to 1950. 

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Composition by Genre

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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Sending Music across Japan・・・

• 85 public libraries

in 29 prefectures (as of September 2012)

歴史的音源歴史的音源歴史的音源歴史的音源NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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・・・ and across the World!

NDL Digitized ContentsNDL Digitized Contents
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“NDL Digitized Contents” in 2012-2013

• English Interface

• Additional Items

What’s Next?What’s Next?
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English Interface

• Beta version will be released soon.

• Please let us know what you think: dl@ndl.go.jp

What’s Next?What’s Next?
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Additional Items

Modern Japanese Political History Materials 

– Selected items from the archives of Japanese statesmen

Materials on the Allied Occupation of Japan

– Records of the U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey (USSBS)

米国国立公文書館所蔵米国戦略爆撃調査団文書

– Records of GHQ/FEC/SCAP/UN

米国国立公文書館所蔵極東軍文書

– Gordon W. Prange Collection (Books)

プランゲ文庫（図書） Onsite Access Only

What’s Next?What’s Next?
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• Nov. 9, 2012, International Symposium 

“Library Service and e-Strategy” (Kansai-kan, 

Kyoto)

• Feb. 20, 2013,  Japan Specialist Workshop 

2013 Symposium [provisional title] (Tokyo Main 

Library)

What’s Next?What’s Next?

Brain-storming events 

for a more User-oriented NDL
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Thank you for your time!
t-okuda@ndl.go.jp
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