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] Survey summary
1. Collection

Most of Japanese old books are the donation from the Japanese government after the WWI
when the University Library was heavily damaged and lost totally its library collection. Donated
books from Japan counted about 14,000 volumes.

The University Library was bombed by the German troops in the WWII and lost most of its
collection. Some 4,000 volumes Japanese books survived after the WWII which are located today
at UCL Library.

With the brief looking the collection, it seems that MW who selected the donation in 1920ies
had chosen good and representative books of Edo/ Meiji period Japan and some books and
documents still older. The collection is no doubt historically valuable and valuable from the
contents point of view.

For the detail of the collection, see MY ed. “JJJJJ University Library Japanese Books
Catalogue” Bensei Shuppan, 2000, ( [JJJ] K52 H AEFE H&R] Y M R, M@k, 2000.)

Beside the library catalogue, books in the collection are included in “Union Catalogue of Early
Japanese Books in Europe” of National Institute of Japanese Literature. Cataloguing of Japanese
books to include the University Library’s OPAC is underway. It is done by a part-time Japanese
cataloguer (half day per week).

2. Stacks and storage condition

Above mentioned Japanese books are conserved in the Library’s rare books storage. The
storage is in a very good condition where keeps constant temperature and humidity 24 hours a day
and all year around.

Japanese old books are mostly in very good condition. It would be because 1) the books were
well repaired or provided protective enclosure (chitsu) when donated, 2) they are not used often
and 3) they are kept in a good environment at present.

3. Conservation

Rare books section employs a conservator by contract who works for Japanese books as well.
At the time of my visiting, she was in Tokyo to attend the International Course on Conservation of
Japanese Paper organized by Tobunken. It is expected that she would gain more knowledge to
work on the Japanese books after the training in Japan.

4. Preservation

Digitization of 50 Japanese books has been carried out in the framework of University
Library’s digital library project. The work done so far is accessible through the internet since the



beginning of this year.
5. Disaster planning

The Library has a disaster plan for the collection. The plan has a special section for rare and
old books which covers Japanese old book collection.

[l Consultant’s comments
1. Collection

Most of the collection is a gift from the Japanese Government in 1920ies. However some were
added after it of which are even in 1950ies and 1960ies. Korean (and probable Chinese) books are
found among them.

These additions might signify the history of the collection. However what is historically
valuable and thus considered as heritage are the Japanese books gifted in 1920ies. Therefore 1
think it would be advisable to distinguish additions from the original donation either physically or
in the catalogue if it is not done so far.

This can be done fairly easily when doing their cataloguing.
2. Digitization

Digitization of Japanese Old books is a wonderful endeavor for both access to these digitalized
books and for the recognition of the valuable collection. The endeavor should be known much
more in the country as well as worldwide. Probably more than 50 titles would be expected to be
digitalized when fund becomes available.

3. Conservation

Condition of Japanese books is quite good. It would be sufficient to check each book’s
condition when it is circulated, displayed, digitized or catalogued. When some minor repair or
protective enclosure becomes necessary, Library’s conservation staff would surely treat books

properly.
4. Access and cataloguing

Preservation is for access. For the accessibility of collections, book titles should be included in
the University’s OPAC. Present cataloguing works for Japanese books seems rather slow to take
quite long time to complete. If the Library’s budget would not be available for speedy cataloguing
works, it should be thought to obtain outside funding.

For example, next year (2016) marks 150 anniversary of the friendship between Japan and the
country in question, and there will be many events to celebrate it. That would provide a good
opportunity to show up the University Library’s Japanese old books as they are one of important
testimony of the friendship between the two countries. The occasion also would be a chance to
obtain funding to care the collection such as cataloguing and digitization of Japanese old books.

In regard of the access to the Japanese books, a planned display of certain Japanese books next
year in the occasion of the above mentioned 150 anniversary would be a very good opportunity to
obtain the recognition of and interest to the heritage Japanese books.



