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Treaty port 
Japan and the 
“Kniffler era”

• Nagasaki (1859)

• Yokohama (1859)

• Niigata (1868)

• Hyōgo/Kōbe (1868)

• Ōsaka (1868)

• Edo/Tōkyō (1869)



L. Kniffler & Co.



Louis Kniffler
* 14.01.1827 in Wetzlar

† 20.05.1888 in Düsseldorf

__________________________

• 1857 Manager of Pandel & 
Stiehaus, Batavia

• 1859 Founder of L. Kniffler & 
Co. (with M. H. Gildemeister)

• 1862 Became the first 
Prussian honorary consul in 
Japan

• 1880 Retirement, handed over 
the company to Carl Illies



Focus on 
government 
business

• Kniffler in constant contact with 
representatives of the han (including 
Tosa) and Meiji government.

• Accompanying Iwakura mission 
1873 to Krupp (Essen)

• Contracts with army and navy

• Construction of regional railway 
networks (rails, wagons, 
locomotives)

• Yokohama harbour facilities

• Hakodate water pipeline

• Biwako Canal (parts)

• Azumabashi Tokyo



Contents of the edition
156 documents concerning Louis Kniffler/

L. Kniffler & Co.



Project outline

• 2018/08–2021/09

• Digitization, transcription, 
annotation

• TEI Publisher on exist-DB

• IIIF-compatible image data



From facsimile to TEI



Core features Parallel view of transcription, 
translation and scan



Core features
Metadata view



Core features Links to index entries for person 
names, companies, ships and goods



The TEI 
Publisher 
software

• Based on exist-DB

• Easily accessible and highly 
customizable

• Suitable for small scale edition 
projects

https://www.e-editiones.org

https://www.teipublisher.com

https://www.e-editiones.org/
https://www.teipublisher.com/


CorrespSearch Database of metadata scholarly editions of letters using the 
Correspondence Metadata Interchange Format (CMIF)



https://kniffler.ub.rub.de

Johannes Bähr/Jörg Lesczenski/Katja Schmidtpott: Winds of change: On the 
150th anniversary of C. Illies & Co.; München: Piper (2009)

https://kniffler.ub.rub.de/
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