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Japanese books in the USA

Yale accessioned two Japanese woodblock-printed books in 1868 and began
collecting Japanese books in the early 1870s.

Ellen H. Hammond, “A history of the East Asia Library at Yale University,”
In Peter X. Zhou, ed., Collecting Asia: East Asian libraries in North
America, 1868-2008 (Ann Arbor MI: The Association for Asian Studies,
2010): 3-20.

Were these the first Japanese books in the USA? Actually, no...
We need to go further back than 1868 and take another look at the Perry
Expedition.
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The Perry Expedition as shopping trip...

* ‘Apart from the bathing scenes, there was enough 1n the popular
literature, with its obscene pictorial illustrations, to prove a
licentiousness of taste and practice among a certain class of the
population, that was not only disgustingly intrusive, but disgracefully
indicative of foul corruption.’ [Shimoda]

* ‘A lively and 1n some cases rather a furious desire to purchase
Japanese curios and works of art broke out among the officers of the
squadron, some of whom had to be disciplined for brutal conduct
toward the shopkeepers before the trade could be put upon a
conventional basis of cash payment for good received.” [Hakodate]
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ADDITIONS

LIBRARY AND CABINET

AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY,

Avaust, 1854—Avucusr, 1855.

By Dr. J. Wilson, Jr., U.S. N.
Fourteen small books printed in Japan.










<+ \\/'ho was Wilson?
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Precise address but
no date
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Why Is half the boat
missing?




GHENT, LEIPRIG, ,
Rue des Champs, 80, Place Royale, N° 11, prés du Pare, d Bruxelles. 3 Rue Royale.
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I 1. NEW WOREKS and NEW EDITIONS published during SEPTEMBER. |
! MON TH
634 MR C M UQUA RDI B LY LIS'P
l HUGHEA. —Reading Lessons—Advance! Series, Second Book, Edited by HAFTER.—Percy Hlake; or, the Tn-un: Ridemnan. By {'lpt I.ll"h-' 3 vols. 1
Edwanl Haghes, Head Master of the Royal Naval Lower Sclinal, lir--m- post AVo. pp. 930, cioth. . . i 4dd San blae e ua . 3la .
| wich thﬂﬂ 1 3mo, willh numerouns |“““ﬂ‘-|'ﬂ""1 . 4al Llr Ja RECOLLECTIONS of Russia durin Tﬂ'"r sthree Years' n"lldfﬂft I'.r a l
' HUMPHREY.—Manual of Greek and Latic Prose Compoaition ; apecially Gennan Nouleman. Heviselan | trausiated by Lascelles Wraxall, 12mo. (!
| des gned to illustrate the difference of Idioin between those Languages cluth (Constable’s Miscellany, Vol B) .o.ccvvvciniiiniicassiasnes 30 Bil, I
aud the English. Uy K. R Humphreys, LL.1).  12mo. pp. 185, cl. 35, 0d, REED, —Lectures on Baglish listory, from © ¢ to Tean By |
JAURKSON . —The Sinfulness of Litile Sins: a Course l:ri'H-tr'mumprtnlmd In Heary Reed, 2d edit, 1200, pp #10, €l0th ...00vusunnsrsonnn,, G G, \
F Leut. By Jobn Jacksoa, D.D. §th edit. fep. cloth . connce B8 0d, ROBERTS. —lndian H“_-.-““” Fahies : in Two Parts. Part 1, Sterling !'-Iurnq |
JAMAICA (Courts of), and their Jurisdiction. By an Island Solicitor. into Bast India Company's Cnrrency. Part 2, East India Company's |
| Part 1, The Admwnistration of Criminal Justice. Bvo, pp. G4, ..., s, Currency inta Sterling, caleslated from s, sd. vo 2s. 4d. per Rupee, pro- !
o . gressing by Bighths of a lenny. By J. H. Hoberts. 3d edition, 8vo.
JAPANEZE BOTANY : being a Facsimile of a Japanese Ihnk; with Intro. N L T
ductory Notes and Translation. #le. {!‘hlhdﬂphh] boards . cee D, |
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NEW BOOKS PUBLISHED IN GREAT BRITAIN, |
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JOURNAL

‘

Aural Avt and Rural Caste.

HORTICULTU M) LANDECAPE GABDENING, BURBAL ARCHITECTH)
BOTANY, PMOLoGY, ENTOMD GV, RURAL ECoNOoMY, X

I’ BARRY. J.JAY SMITHL

FTREONM JANVARY TOJUNE FROM JULY T DECEMBRES

New Series, Vol VL.—January to Icermber, 1555

WHOLE NUMBER, 10 VOLS

PHILADELPFHIA
PUBLISHED BY ROBERT PEARSALL SMITH

Bebirio.

Japanese Botany ; being a fac-simile of a Japanese Book, with iniroductory notes and
translations. Philadelphia : Published by J. B. Lippincoll & Co. $1.25

When the Japan expedition was first proposed, no class of our fellow oitiizens felt a
greater interest in its success, apart from national considerations, than did we as horti-
culturists. Japan had been so long something of a sealed book, that our curiosity
was excited at the prospect of & peep at the inside. By the prying of some enterprising
Dutch botanists we had already been delighted with a Paulownia, some fine Clematises
Hydrangeas, and many other scquisitions; we hoped that our friend Perry, and others
of his command, would he able to minister still to our desirea.

Nor have we been altogether disappointed. Many opportunities did nct ocour to them,
but the few that did were eagerly made available, and every thing that could throw any
light on the Iorticulture or Botany of Japan, was carefully preserved and brought to us.

The present book we owe to the energy of Dr. Wilson of the expedition ; and while
an imitation of the original copy. Forty papers are devoted to the drawings, which we
are surprised to find much superior as artistic productione to what we were led to believe
the Japaneso capable of. Amongst the figures are several quite new to us, especially
two Caryophyllaceous plants, allied to the well known Chinese Pink, (of which also a
drawing is given,) and which appears to be very beautiful. Our old friends Onis Chi-
nensis, and Silium speciosum, with other stranger forms allied to them, we readily re-
cognize. One plate is occupied with a bunch of Chrysanthemums, representing pretty
well such specimens as were in cultivation with us twenty years ago. Could we send
our Japan brethren a collection of their favorite flowers, as modern French florists have
improved them, they would scarcely see in them the same species.

The work has other interesting features besides these we have specified. The editor
has translated the characters, and placed the interpretations side by side with the in-
scriptions, thus affording an insight into the natare and construction of their language.

‘We haveno douht that all interested in Japanese curiosities, especially floral and bo-
tanical ones, will agree with us in wishing the publishers a remunerative sale for their
gpirit in getting up this treat for us.



Dr Joseph Wilson (1816-1887)
Retired as Surgeon Captain, US Navy = ¥ & K=

Saturday, June 25tk.-—Most of the day was spent on board
the “Supply ” where I went in the morning to go with Dr.
Wilson and examine coral beds, but found the tide so high that
we had to wait till afternoon. On reaching the coral reefs we
had some difficulty in keeping the boat easy, but by the men
getting overboard many pretty specimens were obtained of
madrepores and other sorts, with two kinds of echinus.

For the following note on the bird now before us and the preceding species, we are indebted
to the kindness of Joseph Wilson, jr., M. D., of the United States Navy, who was attached as
surgeon to the squadron of the expedition :

““ Our acquaintance with the pheasants of Japan began soon after our arrival at Simoda, or
about the middle of April, 1854, A Japanese brought to the landing-place a young bird,
which, with the dark tips on his downy covering and his frequently repeated peei-peet, might
have been mistaken for a young turkey, but for his diminutive size. This interesting little
fellow had been obtained by hatching an egg of a wild pheasant, obtained in the hills, under a
domestic fowl.
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The New York Historical

~ Society copy of Japanese

- botany (acquired in 1867):

‘Commodore M. C. Perry
~ From your ob[edien]t

- ser[van]t, Joseph Wilson
Jr. M.D., U.S.Navy’




Ehon oshukubai

(] A S 1 A
Tachibana no Morikuni
Published in 1739.
Volume 5 only.

Note British Museum
acquisition date and
added page numbers.

Anastatic printing
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Careful examination shows
that it Is a composite picture
with elements taken from
book 4 of Ehon oshukubai ...
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4. THE JAPANESE ALPHABET
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Daily National Intelligencer (Washington DC)

27 August 1855

Was Joseph Wilson the first
American to learn Japanese?
And how did he manage to
learn so much in so little time?

This contribution in aid of tho cfor.a now making by
several learned Orientalists to open up to ussa knowledge
of the languapge and literature of Japan is from Dr. Jos.
WiLson, jr., ef the United States Navy, wko was attached
to the recent expedition to Japan. While ot Simoda he
busied himself in procuring such native beoks as it was
possible to obtain; and by the diligent atady of these on
the voyage homeward and since he has been enabled to
prepare the translations that accompany the book. 1t is
to_be hoped thal a eullicient nuwnber of copics will be

gold to at lcast repay his pecuniary outlay and enable
him to produce other works of a liko useful aad interest-
ing character which he Las in preparation.
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Samuel Wells Williams (1812-1884)

« American missionary in Canton from 1833.

* Supervised the printing press of the American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions in Macao.

* Became acquainted with Japanese castaways in Canton

« Sailed to Japan in 1837 aboard the Morrison

* In 1840 published translation of Kodo zuroku 5%l [X| %

* In 1851 published article on Japanese syllabaries

* In 1853 acts as Commodore Perry’s interpreter

* From 1860 to 1876, US Chargé d’Affaires in Beljing

* Returned to USA In 1877 and became first professor of Chinese at Yale




Art. IV. Ko Dou D2 Roku, or, A Memoir on Smelting Cop-
per, illustrated with plates. Swall folio, pp. 20. Translated
from the original Japanese.

Jaran, and all that pertains to it, has been regarded by us with pecu-
hiar interest ever since the commencement of our work. Nearly all
the volumes of the Repository contain articles relating 10 the country,
or its inhabitants : and we wish they had been more in number, and
better in quality. When speaking or writing about the Japanese or
Chinese, a fecling of half reverence lor their antiquity, and some-
what of wonder at their integrity as nations, is always apt to tinge
one’s thoughts ; while at the samc time we are half disposed to ridi-
cule their assumptions of these same things, and declare that they are
unworthy of the least auention. We are at once both credulous and
distrustful, like onc who hears a very strange story from a dear friend.
1lowever, we hope and trust that the days of our ignorance are pass-
ing away, and that erelong we shall be better known by them and
they by us.

The work whose name, standing at the top of the page, has un-
wittingly molded our thoughts, long lay on our shelf an object of
curious rarity. T'he pictures told the general character of the work,
but beyond them all was unknown. It was a gift to a friend from
M. Briiger, surgeon of the Dutch factory at Desima, who visited
Canton in 1528, and brought with him a few Japanese books, among
which was this identical volume. Some years after, a few others were
brought here from Batavia, which M. Siebold had presented to his
friends there. Subsequently several natives from the land of the Ris-
ing Sun, by an all-directing Providence, found their way to Canton
and Macao: and from them a few more volumes were obtained. The
opportunity was favorable, and as ime and other engagemeunts have
allowed, we have cultivated their acquaintance, begun to learn to
speak their language, and read the books which had so long been
sealed. The subjects of the several works, obtained as we have just
described, from various sources, are very miscellaneous: an inventory
of them will give the best synopsis of their contents, and perhaps
form an appropriate introduction to the translation of their fellow.

I. Kashira gaki zou ho. Kin Mou dzu i, or First book n In-
structing Youth, with additions ; the plates arranged into chapters.
T'wenty-one chapters hound up m 1M volumes. First year of the reign

I=40 Ko Dou Dxv Roku ST

of the emperor Kwanshei, 178, This work 13 composed of plates with
very short explanations printed at the top of the page. The pictures
are in good style, and with the corresponding explanations, cannot
fail o be fully understood by the tyro. Along with instruction in his
own language, it was apparently intended to teach the lad the Chi-
nese name of the article, or whatever else is represented, and thus
the book can be availed of by a Chinese scholar in learning Japanese.

2. Kwa-hon O shiyaku bai, or Painting of the Nightingale roost-
ing upon the plum-tree. Nine volumes, octavo. Genbon, 5th year.
1800. This is a collection of odd stories, legends of heroes and demi-
gods, illustrated with plates.

3. Ko kin shen kwo Kagami, or, Mirror of ancient and modern
coins. Printed at Yedo and Ohosaka. Kwansher, 2d year, 1790
In 1 vol. Bva.  This little work appears to be merely a livraison of
a larger treatise on the same subject, it being only a single chapter
on those ancient coins that cannot be arranged into sections. [t is
printed differently from all the others, being in the katakana charac-
ter intermixed with the Chinese

4. Onna Dai Gaku: Takara Haku, or, A Casket of Jewels
being the Superior Lessons for Females, | sol. Svo. Bunkwa, 4th
year, 1807. Published at Mivako, Yédo, and Ohosaka. This is very
similar to the Chinese work called the Nen Heaon King, or Inferior
I.essons for Females.

5. Onna Gaku Sunahachi misaho Kagami, or, Mirror of the
Rules and Principles of Female Education, with additions: 1 volume.
royal 8vo. Tenpo, 5th year, 1834. Published at Yedo and Ohesaka
'I'his work is similar to the preceding, but much more complete ; the
first eleven leaves are composed of drawings of the principal occupa-
tions of women, articles of the toilet, &c. The great portion of the
book contains a treatise on female education, giving an account of
all the principal festivals in the year with an illustrative drawing to
each one running along the top of the page. ‘The waste leaves of the
book, i. e. those next the cover, are painted : a piece of ornament we
suppose in compliment to the fair students.



Conclusion: the significance of Japanese Botany

* Poor sales.
* As In Europe, botany of greater interest than the language.
* The American Oriental Society and Japan

Inaugural meeting 1842: John Pickering as President of AOS

2nd jssue of the {ournal: Pickering on paper money in China and Greenough on
population and trade in China

1851 issue, review of a German translation of a Japanese novel

1853 1ssue, ho%)es that Commodore Perry’s expedition “may contribute to enlarge our
knowledge of that great Empire, all we know of which, at present, only excites the
desire to know more.”

The next article on Japan in the Journal of the American Oriental Society came in
1910, the first of Asakawa Kan’ichi’s articles on village society in Japan.

Ufp to 1940 only two substantial articles on Japanese subjects, one by Sakanishi Shiho
of the Library of Congress (she was forcibly repatriated in 1942) and one by Chitoshi
Yanaga of Hawai’1.



