Blood, Tears and Samurai Love

A Tragic Tale from Eighteenth-century Japan and its Digital Future
Dr Angelika Koch, Leiden University
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[Shido tsuya monogatari], Shotoku 4 [1714].
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Top-Secret Content?

Shido tsuya monogatari], Shotoku 4 [1714].
[ZREBEYEE], 1E184 [1714]

Colophon:1IEf&4 [1714]
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The Context A I|ver culture of male love in fiction and theatre
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The Story

* Takenomata Genta
(age 14-16)
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The Timeline

1713/10/1 Genta’s murder

2-3
months

1714 spring Manuscript colophon




The Setting

Yonezawa
and

Provinces

* Yonezawa domain in northern
Yonezawa domain J U . I
HRE 1664-1868 dpan ( esugl C an)
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Yonezawa castle town

WA




riw netaien | .

j.—d

—————— ix R -

o b4
'“§$7cr

FEHE

AN FH

2
§
~

=P

Yonezawa castle town



e Mid-ranking samurai in service of Yonezawa domain (uma-mawari F5{E8 ) )
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NAME*
Takenomata Genta

TrRiRA

Takenomata lhei

MRERE (HE&E)

Ohashi Toshimasa
AEHS
(Hydzaemon EA M)

Dhaszhi Uzaemon

ARFEEM

Takenomata Gentazaemon

rE WA &P

Shingai Heikichi
WRAES (Ri%)

Kurata KyGemon
MEAGEM

Aoki Tozasmon

AR

Ogata Koshichira
FERZ/INVEED

Ishizaka Kansuke SiFEBIT

(Zenzaemen EEFT)

Sekiguchi Daiemon

BEOX4GEM

DATES *

?-1713
(1709-1713)

1709

(1685-1709)

2-1721
(1661-1711)

-

-1/19

(1695-1719)

#1720
(1718-1720)

(1706-1733)

?2-1748
(1708-1748)

21761
(1704-1761)

1760
(1722-1760)

(1740-1748)

(1726-1753)

LI =W i

LR =MW i

uma-mawari

LI =W e Fi

LM a-rawart

uma-mawari

uma-mawari

qoyi ki

UMMa=-mawari

Ima-mawanrs

- maWwanrs

‘age (kosha) of Uesugi Yoshinaori.

Appointed page (koshd) of Uesugi
sunakatsu in 1659. Climbed ranks
hrough various offices and became
Dauni castle keeper Im no sha)
n 1671

Appointed private secretary (ydhitsu)
in 1729 and to an office in the Middle
nterior (nakanoma) in 1748,

Served as a page (kosha) to Uesugi
Moritaka from 1707 to 1708, In 1719,

SOURCE ~
G 23, p. 413
G 23, p. 412

UG 23,
pp. 294-295

Source:
fE 5 R aE oI 2l

(Uesugi monjo)

UG 23, p.
UG 23, p. 1

UG 24, p.




Why was the truth
a problem?

* Censorship of accounts of
real-life warriors and
newsworthy events
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The Yale

Manuscript’s lllicit
Truths i |
v'Real-life warriors JNg St e e

v'Details of their lineages
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Underground
Manuscripts

* Manuscripts outside
system of censorship
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e Based around true events
* Circulated by lending

* Sem




The Yale
Manuscript as
‘True-Record Book’

v’ Scandalous event
v Anonymous author

v No signs of circulation via
lending library

v Unclear provenance

v"Unique copy?




In Search of the Truth: A Fact-Check

* Protagonist Takenomata Genta and others appear in domain records




In Search of the Truth: A Fact-Check

* Protagonist Takenomata Genta and others appear in domain records

Takenomata lhei’s name in roster of retainers from 1690
(Bungencho Genroku san-nen 73 BEMR JTHX35F)



* Fact of Genta’s murder appears in domain records

Yonezawa shunjii KRB
e — &+ A # HE ﬁi NI EKERE/NE TR KF S A
S AR EE )y R ~ B

On the first day of the tenth month of Shotoku 3 (1713), Takenomata Genta
and Nagai Seizaemon engaged in a private fight in Minami-yachi koji next to

Yamada’s residence. On the fourth day of the eleventh month, Seizaemon was
beheaded.’

Uesugi Chronicles:
KABEFFIER=FT—AEEMTRERYZ =TI 8 m=FEY)

‘On the fourth day of the 11t month of Shotoku 3 (1713), Nagai Seizaemon
was beheaded and h|s family name discontinued for the murder of
Takenomata Genta.’
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‘Early in the morning on the
next day, as Genta was on his
way back from his shift at the
castle, Nagai Seizaemon cut
him down from behind in
Minamiyachi-koji next to

Yamada Hyoemon’s house
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castle, Nagai Seizaemon cut
him down from behind in
Yamada Hyoemon’s house [...]’

next day, as Genta was on his
way back from his shift at the
Minamiyachi-koji next to

‘Early in the morning on the
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‘Allegedly, all candles
went out three times/!’
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The Manuscript’s
e o Annotations (Multi-media)
Dlglta | F utu re : * Links torelevant lrr‘alg_e>. Vidleo-_\. Maps, Books from digitized collections (National Diet

Transcription Library, National Institute of Japanese Literature etc.)
Aimed at general, informed reader, students..

Hosted on Japan Past & Present mage of original Translationsinto Modern Japanese
(JPP) anuscript and English
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Visual essays =
Interactive historical map

Pedagogical resources (reading
lists, lesson plans)

Scholarly digital edition:
Original

Modern Japanese Translation
English translation
Annotations

Sources and references



* Multimediality & Hypertextuality

Two strategic, two-player board g:




THANK YOU FOR

YOUR
ATTENTION!
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