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[衆道通夜物語], 正徳4 [1714]



The Context: A lively culture of male love in fiction and theatre

Great Mirror of Male Love (Nanshoku ōkagami, 1687)





The Story

• Takenomata Genta
(age 14-16)



• Boddhisattva Jizō as 
omniscient narrator



• Genta’s murder



The Timeline

1713/10/1     Genta’s murder 

1714 spring    Manuscript colophon

2-3 
months



The Setting

• Yonezawa domain in northern 
Japan (Uesugi clan)



Yonezawa castle town



Yonezawa castle town



• Mid-ranking samurai in service of Yonezawa domain (uma-mawari馬廻り）



Source:
御家中諸士略系譜
(Uesugi monjo)



Why was the truth 
a problem?

• Censorship of accounts of 
real-life warriors and 
newsworthy events



The Yale 
Manuscript’s Illicit 
Truths

✓Real-life warriors

✓Details of their lineages

✓Negative evaluation

✓Suggestive scenes

Crest (kamon家紋)



Underground 
Manuscripts

• Manuscripts outside 
system of censorship



‘True-Record’ 
Books 実録本

• Illegal, hand-written texts

• Based around true events 
and scandals

• Semi-fictionalized

• Circulated by lending 
libraries (kashihon’ya貸
本屋）



The Yale 
Manuscript as 
‘True-Record Book’

✓Scandalous event

✓Anonymous author

✓No signs of circulation via 
lending library

✓Unclear provenance

✓Unique copy?



In Search of the Truth: A Fact-Check

• Protagonist Takenomata Genta and others appear in domain records



In Search of the Truth: A Fact-Check

• Protagonist Takenomata Genta and others appear in domain records

Takenomata Ihei’s name in roster of retainers from 1690 
(Bungenchō Genroku san-nen分限帳元禄3年)



• Fact of Genta’s murder appears in domain records

Yonezawa shunjū米沢春秋:
正徳三年十月朔日南谷地小路山田氏宅東小路二て竹俣源太永井清左衛
門私闘十一月四日清左衛門斬首
‘On the first day of the tenth month of Shōtoku 3 (1713), Takenomata Genta
and Nagai Seizaemon engaged in a private fight in Minami-yachi koji next to 
Yamada’s residence. On the fourth day of the eleventh month, Seizaemon was 
beheaded.’

Uesugi Chronicles:
永井清左衛門正徳三年十一月四日竹俣源太切殺ニ付討首苗字断切
‘On the fourth day of the 11th month of Shōtoku 3 (1713), Nagai Seizaemon
was beheaded and his family name discontinued for the murder of 
Takenomata Genta.’ 
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‘Early in the morning on the 
next day, as Genta was on his 
way back from his shift at the 
castle, Nagai Seizaemon cut 
him down from behind in 
Minamiyachi-koji next to 
Yamada Hyoemon’s house 
[…]’

Yale Manuscript: A Hierarchy of Truths
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‘Early in the morning on the 
next day, as Genta was on his 
way back from his shift at the 
castle, Nagai Seizaemon cut 
him down from behind in 
Minamiyachi-koji next to 
Yamada Hyoemon’s house […]’



Yale Manuscript: A Hierarchy of Truths
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‘Allegedly, all candles 
went out three times!’ 
etc.



The Manuscript’s 
Digital Future:

• Hosted on Japan Past & Present 
(JPP)

• Visual essays

• Interactive historical map

• Pedagogical resources (reading 
lists, lesson plans)

• Scholarly digital edition:
- Original

- Modern Japanese Translation

- English translation

- Annotations 

- Sources and references



• Multimediality & Hypertextuality



THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR 

ATTENTION!
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