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INTRODUCTION : What’s JACAR?

Japan Center for Asian Historical Records

(JACAR) is a digital archive of official

Japanese historical documents.
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The center was established in November

2001 to share historical records

documenting relations particularly

between Japan and other Asian countries.



INTRODUCTION : What’s JACAR?

On JACAR’S Website, you can freely access

22 million digital images of Japanese

government documents (as of Aug. 2011).
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These documents are held in the National

Archives of Japan, the Diplomatic Record

Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and

the Library of the National Institute for

Defense Studies of the Ministry of Defense.



After the Outbreak of

The Tohoku Earthquake
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We tried to respond quickly to user

demand for historical documents

pertaining to Japanese seismic disasters

and reconstruction efforts.

When the devastating Tohoku Earthquake

occurred on March 11th, JACAR’s staff

members and server were fortunately

unharmed.



After the Outbreak of

The Tohoku Earthquake

On April 14th, we added to our website an

online guide for finding tsunami relating

documents.
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For searching “津波津波津波津波”””” (tsunami) relating

documents, type the words “ 津 浪津 浪津 浪津 浪 ”

(tsunami) or “海嘯海嘯海嘯海嘯 ” (kaisho) into the

search box. These words mean tsunami.



“Earthquakes and Resilience”
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ENTRANCE
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“Earthquakes and Resilience”
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「今大地震アリ」「今大地震アリ」「今大地震アリ」「今大地震アリ」 “There was 

just a large earthquake.”

Meiji-Tokyo Earthquake (Jun. 20, 1894)Meiji-Tokyo Earthquake (Jun. 20, 1894) 「明治東京地震」（明治「明治東京地震」（明治「明治東京地震」（明治「明治東京地震」（明治27年年年年6月月月月20日）日）日）日）
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「県庁伊勢崎警察署煙突崩レ・・・」「県庁伊勢崎警察署煙突崩レ・・・」「県庁伊勢崎警察署煙突崩レ・・・」「県庁伊勢崎警察署煙突崩レ・・・」
“Chimneys of Kanagawa prefectural 

office building and Isezaki-cho police 

station have broken…”

This earthquake was called “Chimneys 

Earthquake.”（煙突地震）（煙突地震）（煙突地震）（煙突地震）

Meiji-Tokyo Earthquake (Jun. 20, 1894)Meiji-Tokyo Earthquake (Jun. 20, 1894) 「明治東京地震」（明治「明治東京地震」（明治「明治東京地震」（明治「明治東京地震」（明治27年年年年6月月月月20日）日）日）日）



11

Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923)Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923) 「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正12年年年年9月月月月1日）日）日）日）
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Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923)Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923) 「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正12年年年年9月月月月1日）日）日）日）
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Meiji-Sanriku Earthquake (Jun. 15, 1896) 「明治三陸地震津波」（明治「明治三陸地震津波」（明治「明治三陸地震津波」（明治「明治三陸地震津波」（明治29年年年年6月月月月15

日）日）日）日）

Meiji-Sanriku Earthquake (Jun. 15, 1896) 「明治三陸地震津波」（明治「明治三陸地震津波」（明治「明治三陸地震津波」（明治「明治三陸地震津波」（明治29年年年年6月月月月15

日）日）日）日）

“津浪津浪津浪津浪” (tsunami) means 

tsunami.

“海嘯海嘯海嘯海嘯” (kaisho) means 

tsunami.
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Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923)Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923) 「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正12年年年年9月月月月1日）日）日）日）
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1934 Bihar Earthquake (Jan. 15, 1934) 「インド・ビハール地震」（昭和「インド・ビハール地震」（昭和「インド・ビハール地震」（昭和「インド・ビハール地震」（昭和9年年年年1月月月月15

日）日）日）日）

1934 Bihar Earthquake (Jan. 15, 1934) 「インド・ビハール地震」（昭和「インド・ビハール地震」（昭和「インド・ビハール地震」（昭和「インド・ビハール地震」（昭和9年年年年1月月月月15

日）日）日）日）
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1939 Chillán Earthquake (Jan. 25, 1939) 「チリ・チラン地震」（昭和「チリ・チラン地震」（昭和「チリ・チラン地震」（昭和「チリ・チラン地震」（昭和14年年年年1月月月月25

日）日）日）日）

1939 Chillán Earthquake (Jan. 25, 1939) 「チリ・チラン地震」（昭和「チリ・チラン地震」（昭和「チリ・チラン地震」（昭和「チリ・チラン地震」（昭和14年年年年1月月月月25

日）日）日）日）
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Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923)Great Kanto Earthquake (Sept. 1, 1923) 「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正「関東大震災」（大正12年年年年9月月月月1日）日）日）日）
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Showa-Sanriku Earthquake (Mar. 3, 1938) 「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和8年年年年3月月月月3

日）日）日）日）

Showa-Sanriku Earthquake (Mar. 3, 1938) 「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和8年年年年3月月月月3

日）日）日）日）
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Showa-Sanriku Earthquake (Mar. 3, 1938) 「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和8年年年年3月月月月3
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Showa-Sanriku Earthquake (Mar. 3, 1938) 「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和「昭和三陸地震津波」（昭和8年年年年3月月月月3

日）日）日）日）



We hope to internationally network digital

archives with a focus on Asian historical

records.
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International Network of Asian 

Historical Records Digital Archives
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International Network of Asian 

Historical Records Digital Archives

“Asian historical Records” refers to Japan's

important official documents as well as

other records that concern the relationship

between Japan and particularly

neighboring nations in modern times.
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International Network of Asian 

Historical Records Digital Archives

“Asian Historical Records” are held by many

Japanese organizations and in some foreign

archives.

Researchers have to go to those archives to

search and read “Asian Historical Records.”
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International Network of Asian 

Historical Records Digital Archives

If all “Asian historical Records” were

digitalized and united in one database,

researchers could then easily search and

access them online.
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International Network of Asian 

Historical Records Digital Archives

Some archives would share a database 

catalog of Asian historical records
1

2
By accessing one of these databases, users 

would be ale to search all Asian historical 

records

3
To see record images, users would follow 

database URL links
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International Network of Asian 

Historical Records Digital Archives

As construction of an archival network for

Asian historical records may present

technical issues to resolve from sharing

digital data, we advocate for investing time

and getting started with facing its

challenges.
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International Network of Asian 

Historical Records Digital Archives

If you are interested in working together on

this initiative, it would be an honor to hear

from you. We hope to begin discussions

with individuals at other archives.



International Symposium on

JACAR’s 10th Anniversary

“Retrospect and Prospect : the 10 years of JACAR”

DATE : Friday, November 18, 2011   14:30-17:50

VENUE : Waseda University, Tokyo
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Keynote Lecture

Prof. Donald Keene

Panelists

Prof. Willy F. Vande Walle 

(Belgium)

Prof. Bu Ping (China)

Prof. San Chan Lee (Korea)

Prof. Shin Kawashima (Japan)

Panel Sessions
“Future Historical Studies

Altered by Digital Archives”

Moderated by Prof. Kenichiro Hirano,

Director-General of JACAR


