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Major Yamazawa Seigo -山澤静吾大佐

• During the Russo-
Turkish War (1877-
1878), was sent to the 
Russian army 
headquarters with a 
mission to monitor the 
combat operations on 
the territory of Bulgaria

• Took part in the battle 
for the liberation of city 
of Pleven



山澤静吾大佐

• awarded the "St. Vladimir" Order from the General Commander of the Russian Imperial Army, 
Nikolay Nikolaevich. 

• Once he returned to Japan in December 1879, he was accepted by Emperor Meiji, to whom he 
reported on the Russo-Turkish war



Two types of documents

• Diplomatic records

• Documents testifying Japanese economic 
development with focus on industry and 
technology



Bulgaria and Japan after the 
Russo-Ottoman war 1877-

1878

• The earliest written 
document testifying to 
official contacts between the 
newly established Bulgarian 
state 

• Letter from Prince Alexander 
Battenberg to Emperor Meiji 
in which the Bulgarian Prince 
informed the Japanese 
monarch about his ascension 
to the throne (1 November 
1879) .



Exchange of correspondence 
between the monarchs 

• a letter from Emperor 
Hirohito to King Boris III, in 
which he notifies him about 
the birth of the heir to the 
throne Akihito, 5 February 
1934.



Japan and the Great Powers



Japan and Bulgarian Independence

• Beginning of official contacts 
between Bulgarian kingdom  
and Japanese Empire

• the visit of Prince Kuninomiya 
Kuniyoshi久邇宮邦彦王 in 
1909, 5- 8 march 1909 г

• The Prince was awarded the 
highest Bulgarian Order "St. 
Alexander" I degree



March 7, 1909, Pleven in front of the museum house "Tsar 
Osvoboditel Alexander II“ together with Stoyan Zaimov



The Japanese official recognition
of Bulgarian independence

• “.. I have the honor to inform you 
that I have received instructions 
from my Government to offer 
sincere congratulations on behalf 
of the Government of Japan to 
the recognition of Bulgaria's 
independence..."

12 may 1909 г.

Japanese ambassador to Vienna Uchida 
Kōsai (内田康哉)



The role of the wars

• Japan-China war 
(1894-1895 г.)

- A number of 
publications on Japan 
in Bulgaria

• Japan-Russia War
(1904-1905 г.)

- Great public 
resonance in the 
Bulgarian society



Negotiations on the
establishment of 

diplomatic relations

Nikola Antonov -
Plenipotentiary Minister 
in Istanbul, then in 
Moscow.

Shigemitsu Mamoru重光
葵(1887 – 1957 г.) -
Japan's Ambassador to 
Moscow

Togo Shigenori 東郷茂徳
(1882 – 1950 г.) – next 
Ambassador to Moscow

Sakoh Shuichi

酒匂秀一 (1887 – 1949 

г.), Ambassador to 

Warsaw



Establishing of 
Diplomatic Relations

• First diplomatic representative 
in Bulgaria 

• Arrived in Sofia on 4 December 
1939. 

• Handed his credentials to Tsar 
Boris III on December 28, 1939.

Hachiya Teruo輝雄蜂谷
(1895-1979 г.)



Bulgaria and Tripartite pact – March 
1941





First Bulgarian 
Diplomats in Japan

• Bulgaria opened its 
diplomatic mission 
in Tokyo in 1942 . 

• First Bulgarian 
Minister 
Plenipotentiary 
accredited in 
Japan - Yanko Peev



Yamadji Akira 山路章 (1896 – 1970 г.)



February 11, 1943 Yanko Peev and the Japanese Foreign Minister Masayuki 
Tani (谷正之) signed an Agreement on Friendship and Cultural Cooperation 

between the two countries.



Agreement on Friendship and Cultural Cooperation 
between Bulgaria and Japan.



February 11, 1943 Yanko Peev and the Japanese Foreign 
Minister Masayuki Tani (谷正之)



Japanese-Bulgarian Friendship Society, Tokyo, 
1943



The new foreign minister, Shigemitsu Mamoru – Establishment 
of Japanese-Bulgarian Friendship Society, Tokyo, 1943



• Anton Buzoukov, "Travelling 
through Japan", published in 
1906.

“Economic Japan” by Dr. Ivan 

Zlatarov (1910)



Japanese Economic diplomacy on the Balkans

Obata Yukichi

小幡酉吉(1873-1947 г.)



The first act of agreement between the 
governments of Bulgria and Japan

• Trade Agreement for 
reciprocal granting of the 
most-favored-nation clause, 
concluded on 1 November 
1927



“Bulgarian-Japanese Chamber
of Commerce in Sofia”.

• October 28, 1934 in Sofia was 
established the only (to that 
moment) Bulgarian-Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce in the 
Balkans and Europe.

• The slogan of the Chamber is 
„To support the development 
of the cultural-economic and 
trade relations between 
Bulgaria and Japan”. 

• The organ of the Chamber – a 
bilingual magazine 
"Bulgarian-Japanese 
Review.“ 



Reestablishing the 
diplomatic relations 
12 September 1959.

The Japanese and Bulgarian diplomats in Warsaw 

Saburo Ota太田三郎 and Hristo Boev.

Post WWII period



Post WWII period

• international relations, 

• political development 

• economic development

• technological development

• culture

• intelligence records



Thank you for your attention
ご清聴ありがとうございます!

БЛАГОДАРЯ ЗА ВНИМАНИЕТО!


