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1. Extension of the collection of pre-modern Japanese titles with a focus 

on setsuyōshū as part of our mission as Specialised Information 

Service Asia (Fachinformationsdienst (FID) Asien) and in connection 

with a research project of the University of Cologne

2. Deposit of the “Bandō collection” of the German Institute for 

Japanese Studies (Tokyo) 

3. Presentation of the Japanese handscrolls in a new thematic portal 

4. Introduction of the new CrossAsia Open Access Repository for Asian 

studies

Four news from Stabi Berlin
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1. Extension of the collection of pre-modern Japanese 

titles with a focus on setsuyōshū as part of our 

mission as Specialised Information Service Asia 

(Fachinformationsdienst (FID) Asien) and in 

connection with a research project of the University 

of Cologne

http://resolver.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/SBB0002364900000013
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East Asia Department of Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin

• current staff: 33 persons

• regional responsibility: China, Japan, Korea, Central Asia, 
Southeast Asia

• From 1951 to 2015 Special Subject Collection (Sondersammelgebiet (SSG) 6.25) East and Southeast 
Asia funded by the German Research Foundation (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)

• Focus on humanities and social sciences about and from the regions
• Since January 2016 in charge of the Specialised Information Services Asia (Fachinformationsdienst 

(FID) Asien)
• [2016-2020 together with the University Library Heidelberg and the South Asia Institute of

Heidelberg University]

https://blog.crossasia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/xasia-2021_dd-1030x1030.jpg
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The mission of the FID Asia:
• Supply access to relevant resources (printed 

and electronic) to researchers of Asian studies 
located at German universities or research 
institutions

• Focus on the humanities, social sciences and 
economics

Two principles: 

• preference of electronic resources whenever
possible

• close contact with the research community
and respond to user requests

>> Scientific advisory board, participation in 
annual conferences, regular user trainings through
CrossAsia Classroom, ..
>> acquisitions according to user requests

https://blog.crossasia.org/about/?lang=en
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https://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/projekt/427290130?language=en

https://japanologie.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/neuordnung-des-wissens

Research project: Prof. Stephan Köhn, University of Cologne
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https://setsuyoshu.uni-koeln.de/index.php

search function

extensive 
background
information

glossary

bibliography

Result of research project:
Annotated printed edition + database

Annotated printed edition of Onna setsuyōmojibukuro (Otoko setsuyōshū nyoi hōju taisei will follow):
Über die Kommerzialisierung von Wissen im Japan des 18. Jahrhunderts. Das Beispiel des „Wortbeutels der 
zeitsparenden Sammlung für die Frau“ (Onna setsuyō mojibukuro, 1762). Wiesbaden: Harrasowitz 2022.
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https://crossasia.org/en/service/crossasia-get-it/

Acquisition in cooperation with Prof. Köhn plus 
availability on the market, condition of the books
>> extension of setsuyōshū to 77 titles
(printed between 1597-1894)
>> some titles in various editions
>> see catalogue: crossasia.stabikat.de

E.g. six editions 
of the Eitai
setsuyōshū

E.g. two editions of the Onna setsuyōshū
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https://crossasia.org/en/service/crossasia-get-it/

Digitization-on-demand (DoD) service:
digitization of 13 selected titles with DFG funding
https://digital.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/

Toolbox:
• persistent URL
• downloads
• licence

information

https://resolver.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/SBB000322BE00000083
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https://bando.dijtokyo.org/?page=object_detail.php&p_id=273

2. Deposit of the “Bandō collection” of the 

German Institute for Japanese Studies (Tokyo) 
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https://www.dijtokyo.org/
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https://bando.dijtokyo.org/?page=object_detail.php&p_id=1102
Signatur: H 57-01

https://bando.dijtokyo.org/?page=object_detail.php&p_id=1102
Signatur: H 57-01

https://bando.dijtokyo.org/?page=object_detail.php&p_id=1108
Signatur: H 57-07

https://bando.dijtokyo.org/?page=object_detail.php&p_id=1105
Signatur: H 57-04

POW camp Bandō 
1917-1920
(Shikoku, today Naruto)

• about 1000 prisoners
• humane head of camp
• self-organization of 

POWs
• shops, enterprises
• allotment gardens 
• sport activities
• orchestras, choirs, 

theatre group
• lecture courses
• printing press
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https://bando.dijtokyo.org/?lang=ja

Website about the Bandō 
available in German and Japanese

simple catalogue
+
virtual exhibition:
• Virtual tour of the POW camp
• Theatre
• Food & Drink
• Exchange between Germans and

Japanese
• Exhibition of arts and crafts
• Exhibition of arts and crafts in quotations
• Historical background and introduction
• Economic situations and prices
• About Rudolf Ewert
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Deposit arrived at the end of
2021

• new boxes for preservation
• recataloguing
• redigitization
• transfer virtual exhibition to

system of Stabi Berlin

https://blog.crossasia.org/bando-sammlung-des-dij-nun-in-berlin/
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limitations of the system of the DIJ‘s digital collection
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https://bando.dijtokyo.org/no_menu.php?page=object_detail.php&p_id=146&pStart=0&pCount=16#Fotos

Die Baracke. No. 9 (61[richtig: 62]) 1. Dez 1918, p. 196

The Great influenza pandemic of 1918-1920 reached Bandō in November 1918

published in the camp:
daily newspaper "Täglicher Telegrammdienst Bando (TTB)“
weekly magazine "Die Baracke“

• recommendations how to prevent the infection
• instructions how to behave in case of illness
• reprimands to those who did not take the situation seriously
• publication of expert knowledge about the illness
• call to contribute thermometers and to sell eggs to the camp‘s health service
• fund raising campaign in order to cover the costs for extra food
• article expressing words of gratitude to volunteers and the head of the camp
• obituaries commemorating the three victims

"What changes the disease had brought about in our daily lives! The whole camp 
seemed to be deserted. Those who had not fallen ill, had fallen into idleness, for arts 
and science, together with sport, were in premature hibernation. […] Orchestras, choirs 
and theatre groups had stopped rehearsing. Some prisoners of war finally had time on 
their hands for the first time in four years.” (Die Baracke. No. 9 (61[richtig: 62]) 1. Dez 
1918, p. 193, 194-195)

https://blog.crossasia.org/sind-sie-schon-durch-die-spanische-grippe-im-lager-bando/
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3. Presentation of the Japanese handscrolls in 

a new thematic portal 
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Thematic portals introduce segments of collection
(region, history, donation, type of material…)

Japan-related portals:
• Origin of the Japanese Collection
• The Prussian Expedition in Japan 1860/61
• Ōtsuka Collection (“Bibliothek Otsuka”)
• [Dictionary of Japanese Students in Germany 1868-1914)]

>> New: Japanese Handscrolls

https://themen.crossasia.org/?lang=en
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Early acquisitions of the Prussian Expedition 1860/61: 16 titles (24 scrolls)

https://blog.crossasia.org/crossasia-talks/

CrossAsia Talk (15th June 2023)
Wang Fengyu (Heidelberg University) „The Karmic Origins Painted Anew: 
The Reproductions of the Hachiman Handscrolls“

no place and date given, presumably second half of the Edo period (1750-1867)

no place and date given, presumably Genroku era (1688-1704)
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1980 donation of 13 early prints: 4 titles (6 scrolls) 

Nara, Tōdaiji, Kōan 6 (1283)

Kyōto, Tōji Saiin, Bun’an 1 (1444)
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1983 collection of Fritz Rumpf (1888-1949): 16 titles (17 scrolls)

no place and date given, presumably first half of the 19th century

Kyōto, Kan’ei 3 (1626)
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Other scrolls and new acquisitions: 4 titles (6 scrolls)

no place and date given, presumably island of Sado between 1738 and 1800

no place, Tenmei 1 (1781)
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https://www.eajrs.net/hurdles-properly-presenting-japanese-handscrolls-online-2022

https://themen.crossasia.org/japanese-handscrolls/?lang=en
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http://resolver.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/SBB0002B37300000012

https://crossasia.org/service/crossasia-lab/iiif-viewer/?manifestId=36

digital collection: single scans of segments
vs.
thematic portal: seamless scrolling of whole handscroll

>> combination of the single scans on a virtual canvas
using IIIF technology
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4. Introduction of the new CrossAsia Open 

Access Repository for Asian Studies
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https://repository.crossasia.org/content/index.xml?lang=en

online since summer 2022
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Science policy und cultural change
• initiatives to promote and increase acceptance of the open access paradigm

https://open-access.network/en/home

• German Research Foundation intensifies funding programs for open access
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/faq/faq_open_access/index.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/infrastructure/lis/open_access/index.html

funding programme: "Open Access Publication Funding"
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/infrastructure/lis/funding_opportunities/open_access_publi
cation_funding/index.html
funding programme "Infrastructures for Scholarly Publishing”
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/infrastructure/lis/funding_opportunities/infrastructures_pu
blishing/index.html

• Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation (Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz (SPK)): adoption of its own 
Open Science Declaration in November 2021 (in addition to earlier affirmations since 2013)
https://www.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/en/priorities/digitization/translate-to-english-open-
science.html

https://open-access.network/en/home
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/faq/faq_open_access/index.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/infrastructure/lis/open_access/index.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/infrastructure/lis/funding_opportunities/open_access_publication_funding/index.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/infrastructure/lis/funding_opportunities/infrastructures_publishing/index.html
https://www.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/en/priorities/digitization/translate-to-english-open-science.html
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Aim: An attractive specialised repository for open access publications

• promotion of open access in the Asia-related studies

• low-threshold offer for self-archiving or publication

• reliable and long-term secure hosting

• persistent identifier through DOI assignment

• good visibility via union catalogues (national, international), search engines… 

• good bibliographic description including norm data (Integrated Authority File (GND))

• prominent visibility in the CrossAsia context

• recommended by the German Research Foundation as publication platform in the field of Asian 
studies (https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/proposal_funding_process/final_reports/index.html )

https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/proposal_funding_process/final_reports/index.html
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Technology and procedures

• technical basis: Reposis - repository service of the Head Office of the 
Common Library Network (Verbundzentrale des Gemeinsamen
Bibliotheksverbunds (GBV/VZG)) based on the software framework MyCoRe

• Long-term archiving through cooperation with the German National Library 
(Deutsche Nationalbibliothek (DNB))
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Technology and procedures

• registration with CrossAsia necessary

• input of bibliographic data, keywords, notation(s), abstract(s) 

• upload of the file(s)

• signing of the publication contract

• verification of the data and contract 

• DOI assignment and release of new publication
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Scope of the collection – content

• research from all fields of social sciences and humanities related to Asia 

• academic quality is based on the affiliation of the author with a university or 
research institution or the scientific reputation of the original publication

• BA and MA theses only in exceptional cases and only based on written reviews 
by teaching staff or supervisors.
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Scope of the collection – formal

• original works (gold open access)

• secondary publication / self archiving (green open access)

• monographs, articles, conference papers, blogposts ...

• open for research data as well as audio/visual files 
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example
https://doi.org/10.48796/20220810-000
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Dr. Ursula Flache (ursula.flache@sbb.spk-berlin.de)

CrossAsia: https://crossasia.org (x-asia@sbb.spk-berlin.de) 

East Asia Department: https://staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/en/about-the-library/departments/east-asia-department (ostasienabt@sbb.spk-berlin.de) 

Thank you very much for your attention!

mailto:ursula.flache@sbb.spk-berlin.de
https://crossasia.org/
mailto:x-asia@sbb.spk-berlin.de
https://staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/en/about-the-library/departments/east-asia-department
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